





NOTE.

—

“The Milits ~ . . Y L
namely :": Lilitary Gengraphy of Afghanistan has been compiled in five parls,

Yart I Bodakhshan, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian Staft Corps.

Part II. Afghan Turkistan, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian Slafl
Corps.

Dart III.  Herat, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian Stalf Corpe.

Part IV. Kabul, by Captain A. . Mason, D.S. 0., Deputy Assislant
Quarter-Master General, Intelligenee Branch.

Part V., Farah and Kandahar, by Colonel E. B. Elles, Assistant
Quarter-Master General, Intelligence Branch,

The ohject of this work is to present in n concise and readable form in-
formation about the several provinces of Afyhanistan of interest froma military
point of view. This information has been compiled from reports, gazetteers,
route hooks, and the records of (he Intelligence party with the Afghan
Boundary Commission.

The work was commenced in 1801 and fnished in 1893, before the Kabul
Mission took place. Il is important to remember this as events ave constantly
happening, and fresh knowledge is beiug acquired, which tend to modify
statements and opinions contained in this work. For instance, on page 2
of Part I, Xajor Barrow in wriling of the road from tbe Baroghil pass to
Mastaj vié the Yarkhun valley, deseribes it a8 “an impassable route in
summer and very difficult in winter.” TFrom reports lately received from
Captain F. B. Younghusband, C.LEr, and Lieutenant G. K. Cockerill, who
examined (his ronfe in Oclober and November 1893, respectively, it appears
that tho route in question is easy for eight months in the year, namely, from
September to Aay, and that when it is closed, there is an allernative route

vid the Kankhun pass which is open during the summer.

1t should also be remembered that any opinions given or deductions made,

are oaly the perasnal views of the writers and have no official authority.

G. . MORE-MOLYNEUX, Lieut.-Colonel,
Aseistant Quarter-Uasler General,
Intelligence Branch.






PART I

BADAKHSHAN.

—_——

CHAPTER .

INTRODUCTION.

The first great geographical and political division i ich i
is convenient to describe is the provFi'uce of BadakI\sginAr\glI:iacwsol::uwihlsl'l‘l:t
extreme north-eastern portion ol the Afghan dominions beyond lheP l:' de
Kush. It mustebe clearly understood that this political division embraclens :
good deal more than the ancient kingdom of Badakhshan. Just as in India there
ure two Bengals—the Presidency and the Province ; so here there are two Badakh.
shans—the political Badakhshan, which comprises the Usbak province of
l_(a_laghan or Kunduz, as well as the outlying Tajik States known as Wakhan,
Shighnan, ete,, and the geographical or historical Badakhshan, which lies between
Kataghan and the Upper Oxus.  For the information embodied in this part of
the work, 1 have relied chiefly on my own travels and reports and on those of
Mr. Ney Elias; while for the deductions and conclusions drawn therelrom
[ aloneam entirely responsible, so that the views expressed are merely personal
ones, and should not be given the weight of official authority,

This region, though unlikely to become the theatre of war, and though some-
what en f'air as regards Alghanistan generally, is one which, [rom its situation con-
tiguous to the British [rontier line of the Hindu Kush, is destined to exercise a
considerable influence on our military policy. The importance of this region
lies in the [act that even now it is a field for Russian intrigue,—intrigue which may
soan be [ollowed by [orcible annexation, —a step which we are probably powerless
to prevent, however much we may regretfit. The position thus gained will then offer
to the Russians a secure and unassailable base [rom which to sow intrigues among
the tribes dwelling on the southern side of the Hindu Kush, and alsoa possible
means of annoying us by the employment of small col J hed on our
right or northern flank with a view to disturbing or influencing our combinations
in the main theatre of war. How such altacks may be met 1s {ully discussed in
my secret ** Final Report on the strategical aspect of the Eastern Hindu Kusk
Regions,” to which attentionis invited.  Further allusion to that subject is there-
fore unnecessary here, and I shall confine mysell to the strategical aspect of the
country north of the great natural rampart called by us the Hindu Kush.

PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The whole extent of country is for the most part a wasteof sterile, rocky, snow-
capped mountains, divided in the east by the shallow, fat, alluvial depressions
known as pamirs, and in the west by deep and narrow valleys, often remarkable
for their green and luxuriant aspect ; while in the extreme north-western corner
the mountains give place to the level fensand plains which stretch to the Lower
Oxus. The main feature in this mountainous land is the mighty Oxus with its
numerous affluents, Rising asit does high up in the Pamirs, and draining one of
the largest and loltiest snowficlds in the world, this river is remarkable for the
{orce with which it has cut its way through the deepest gorges, and for the vast
masses of alluvial soil which it has carried to the plains of Central Asia. The
mountain ranges for the most part vary [rom ten to twenty thousand [eet, and
their general direction is from east to west, though there is one great sput _which,
springing from Tirich Mir (25,426 feet) in the Hindu Kush, ruas north, forcing the
Oxus to make its great northward bend, while at the same time it forms the
natural castern boundary of Badakhshan. There is also the great watershed

running morth and south which separates the drainage of the Oxus region f'rom



ia. The only other point Lo motice is thal all the drainage of
‘l’\,’:llthoa:nxsa:il;;ghar:nan. Roshan, a’;d the .Ppamirs' collects in_the Oxus just below
Wamar, * while that of Badakhshan is ca_rrled to. lhe Oxus by the Kokc!-m.
Neither the Oxus nor the Kokcha are navigable within the limits of the region
described.,  Finally, we have thal stupendous mountain range known to usas the
Hindu Kush, which, with the Himalayas, is the backbone of Asia, and distinctly
demarcating the natural limits of the Indian Empire forms as it were ils great
natural northern tampart. 1his range, therefore, merits a few words of separate
description.

THe Hinpu KusH.

This term is really only applicable to the mountain range north of Kabul, but
it is a convenient geographical exp it or the whole of the great watershed
dividing the drainage of the Indus [rom lhal_ol: the Oxus. . It is a true sierra,
being almost everywhere jagged, rocky, precipitous and arid, destitute of trees,
and with but kittle grass or herbage of any sort.  The altitude of the range is, as
a rule, between 15,000” and 18,000, while there are numerous peaks_rlsmg from
20,000’ 10 25,000". Above 15,000 snow is eternal, and a more inhn_spllable,deso-
late region it is impossible to imagine. Between Kanjut and Kalristan there are
over a dozen passes, but cerlainly not more than four are practicable for the

assage of troops and that only for about four months, These passes are the

ilik, the Khorabort or Karumbar, the Baroghil, and the Dorah. The first three
come within the sphere of influence of a Russian column advancing across the
Pamirs from Ferghana, while the Dorah would be the objective of 2~ movement
through Badakhshan,

The Kslik pass is at the head of the Hunza valley or Kanjut, from which
it leads inlo the Taghdumbash Pamir. ‘In summer and autumn it is an easy
route for laden animals, but the pass being at an altitude of 15,000, there is deep
snow till late in June. Apart from the fact that our influence is now supreme
in Hunza, the pass never was, or could be, a really good line of approach, as by
the 15t of May, or even earlier, the road to Hunza, owing to the swollen state
ol the rivers, becomes quite impracticable for beasts of burden or even led horses,
No one who has not traversed Hunza [rom end to end can have any idea of the
physical difficulties of this route on the southern side of the pass. ~ Hunza was
m lact a cu/ de sac into which a Russian force might have penctrated, but
where, al all events, its progress could have been easi‘fy arrested. Now-a-days
attack by this line is out of the question.

The Khorabort or Karumbar pass.—This pass leads from the lelt bank
of the Panja, between Bozai Gumbaz and Langar over the Hindu Kush, east of
the Karumbar lake to the Ashkuman valley. In summer and up till September
the road is totally impassable owing to the water in the bed of the Karumbar river
down which it goes. In aulumn or winter the bad places are avoided by con.
stantly fording the river and the route is then practicable for laden animals.
The kotal itself is steeper and more severe than the Darket, so it cannot be
described as a good or even an easy route lor troops; moreover there is a
glacier on the southern side which is constanily shilting, and sometimes closes
the pass for years together. On the whole it seems very unlikely that an
attack would be made by this route,

The Baroghil, leading from Sarhad, is an extraordinary depression in the

great range, its altitude being only about 12,700". The rise is extremely gentle,
and there is practically ro kofa/. " It is asort of grassy trough about hall 2 mile
wide, and were it not for the dificulties on the southern side a railway might be
taken across the Hindu Kush by this pass. Alter crossing the range the
Yarkhun river is reached, and from this point there are two roads—one by the
Darkot to Y,asm,.lhe ulh‘er down the Yarkhun valley to Mastuj. The latfer i,
practically speakmF, an impassable route in summer and very difficult in winter.
None but a small force unaccompanied by animals could use it. The Darkot
pass is about 15,000” high, and lor laden animals is a most difficult route, as it
lies over a snow covered glacier : a small column might atrempt to use it, but such

a force could be easily opposed (rom the Yasin side. Al h i
the Baroghil at all a probable objective. cgether 1 do not (hink
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The Derah is the great kafila route connecting Badakhshan with Chitral, and
[rom July 1o Octlober itis constantly used by traders with laden mules and ponies.
The altitude of the 40ta/ is about 14,800 and, considering this great elevation,
the puss is a singularly easy one. From Zebak to Chitral it is 84 miles, or 8
marches.  There can be no’doubt of the possibility of thig being made a line
of operations, but at the same time on the southern side of (he pass there are
several admirable positions in which a small force could resist an army. On
the whole | am inclined to think that a diversion might be attempted by this
line (s1de Secret Repore).

BOUNDARIES.

The province of Badakhshan is bounded on the west by the Alghan province
of Turkistan (zrde Chapter L11, page 16, and also Chapter I of Part11), on the
south by the Hindu lrush, and on the north and cast by the Russian and
Chinese empires, though Lhe exact boundarics have never

defined.

The question ol these internalional boundaries is one of vital importance
tous. On its settlement depends not only the integrity of the Alghan domini.
ons, but also yhether or not England and Russia shall be directly contiguous in
Asia ; and as this is the problem which, above all others, gives us a direct and
immediate inkcrest in studying the military geography of Turkistan, [ need
make no apology for discussing the subject Tully and freely. The de facto boun-
dary of the Russian dominions is practically the southern watershed of the
Alai valley, and the actual southern and eastern boundaries of Darwaz, a Bokha-
ran province, coterminous with Badakhshan on the south and Ros}nan on the
east: but for many years past the green line of the Russian frontier has been
drawn on maps along the southern watershed of the Khargosh Pamir, or, more
correctly speaking, the Great Kara Kul basin. It is only quite recently, since
1891, that Russia has taken active meascre to enforce her pretensions to terri-
torics south of this long recognised line of demarcation. On the other hand,
Alghanistan has since 1883 been in de facto possession of Shighnan and Roshan,
as well as of Wakhan, while [rom time immemorial these siates have been
toa certain extent dependent and tribulary to Badakhshan, The occupation
of the district on the right bank ol the Oxus was, however, in defiance of the
Granville-Gortschakofi agreement of 1873, which defined the Oxus, i.e., the Vic-
toria branch of the Panja, as the northern boundary of the Alghan possessions.
On this unfortunate agreement Russia has taken her stand and has met all pro-
posals for a Boundary Commission by insisting on that agreement forming the
basis of negotiations.” As, therefore, everything depends on how far that agree-
mentl is now to be observed, 1 give in full an extract [rom lhe" Introduction

.to the * Gazetteer of the Alghan provinces of the Upper Oxus”, which bears
directly on the question ol that agreement.

“ By the agreement of 1873, the Oxus was accepted as the Russn_-Ahlghan
boundary, [rom its supposed main source in the Victoria lake to the neig| bzuf-
hood of Khwajah Saleh, [ this boundary is still considered to hold gso , it
means that we surrender a large portion of Afghan territory, to \\'Inch,_u:} er no
pretext, have the Bokharans or Russians any right, except that conferre Ilay .nln
arrangement which was made without adequate knowledge of the geographical,
ethnological, or historical conditions ruling in lhe[ rehgmn in (-]IIES.HOI:I. han

*To begin with the geographical aspect of the question, it is more tha
doubt lul wh:lher the \’icgmria branch of the Oxus is the n;aln_ I'IVEII'[;]I: {:clls
I should say that in no respect_can that honour be cla|medh 0;\1‘::‘ o kehagn) b
1o be considered the true crilenur_\, either the Sarhad bra[n? | ( !; 'athe o
the Murghab (Ak Su) must be given l‘he_pl'eferent'c. 1l vol umg,ll ﬁh-i.\\’ak-

ch.  On this subject. | would invite attention to the articles
:aﬁ bl;:::;-w Murghab, and Oxus,® in which I have entered \ve;‘y [ul]ﬁr le\( lhqe re-
NHR The di ; . My own viewis that the Su or
l\al“m|dl;:":‘asso{hlehesl:lr:gzzrt‘lc?;?;:l:? be cﬂnsidered the main river, and my
rgha | . s ¢
;r:uﬁds for this conclusion are given in the article * Oxus,’

yel been authorilatively

* Vide pages 1,79, 79, 80, 83, 83, B4, 85,90, 01 of the “ Gasctteer of the Afghan provinces of the
ife . 79, 79, B0, 83, 83, B4, 85, ,

Upper Oxus”. . P
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. e i in aregion of high and sterile mountains, the enly

" ;l;he ":; ::em:o“blgha[::ul:\d ong‘the bankgs of the rivers which intersect it.
:‘abl:wans: usepnce of this, the valley is always the main thoroughfare, and both
b'::ncks olqa river thus naturally become inhabited by the same people for a cer-
1ain portion of its course, and lherelore'necessanly come under one rule, In a
mounlainous country such a thing as ariver }:uun_dary is almost unknown. The
watersheds which are Passable only in a few directions are, on (he.cunlra(y, al\\_va):s
accepted as boundaries. Any arrangement, therefore, by which a river isin
such a country laid down as a boundary between two states is laulty. The
people on both banks are connected by "language, by blood, by customs, by
tradition, and by proprictary rights in the land, and a river is, in such a case,
as artificial a_boundary as 2 wire fence or a degree of latitude. On the other
hand, in a plain country a broad river is a very null'xral and proper frontier, and
from Khuldask, where the Oxus leaves the mountains, we may very reasonably
accept the river as the boundary.

“In the particular case in peint, we have divided Darwaz so that the portion
on the southern bank belongs to Alghanisian; the portion on the northern bank
to Bokhara. This is utterly opposed to fact. The whole valley of the
Oxus {rom the Tangshab downwards as far as Khuldask on both banks, be-
longs, and has apparently always belonged, to Darwaz, which, h its turn, has
always, it is believed, been mere or less tributary to Bokhara.®

“ Again, Roshan and Shighnan, not to mention Wakhan, have also been
thus arbitrarily divided into two portions by the agreement of 1873 while, as
a maltter ol fact, never has one bank of the river been held by one ruler, and the
other by another. These siates have always been tributary to Badakhshan or
allied in some form or another (o thal province, though at Limes they have paid
tribute to China; while Badakhshan has Irequently come.under the domination
of some power to the westward, lying soumh of the Oxus, either the former
Mirs of IKunduz, or Afghanistan itsell. On (his subject I may refer to the
articles ‘ Badakhshan,’ * Roshan,' and * Shighnan.'t

“ As far as [ can learn, neither Shighnan nor Roshan have ever been tributa-
ry to Bokhara, Quile apart, therelore, [rom the actual subjugation of Shighnan
and Roshan by the Alghan authorities, the fact of their dependence upon Ba-
dakhshan would seem to give Afghanistan the same rights over these provinces
that we acquired over Kashmirjfrom the annexation of the Punjab, or over the
Shan States by the conquest of Burma. Thus it will be seen that neither geo-
graphically, ethnologically, nor historically has Bokhara any claims over Roshan
and Shighnan.

“The next point is that the agreement of 1873 practically left unsolved the
definition of the boundary east of the Victoria lake. The result is, that if
that treaty is accepted as a basis, a block of no-man’s-land is left intervening be-
tween Wakhan and the Chinese [rontier. Such a gap is in many ways
dangerous, as it permits Russia to put forward claims 10 draw (he boundary co-
terminous with the Hindu Kush, and thus obtain ready access to the Kilik
pass and the route through Kanjut. As long as we have wild, inhospitable,
and undeveloped regions like the Upper Oxus States and the Pamirs intervening
between the Russian [rontier and the Hindu Kush, we have no danger to fear
in that direclion-_ On the other hand, should we abandon the richts of our
allies to those regions, no difficulty would present itsell in making a agm:d road
up the easy valley of the Panja towards either the Baroghil or the Kilik. Our
object, therelore, should be, not to recognise in any way the legality of the

1873 ar We have abandoned that arrang in so far as the
frontier is concerned between the Oxus and Persia ; and having done so, it seems
clear we have a right to say (hat the agreement no longer holds gaod as
regards the upper waters of the Oxus. It was on ethnological grounds that
we gave up much of the ground in the direction of Sarakhs and Panjdeh, and
equally on cthnological grounds we have a right (o say that the agreement of
1B73 1s faulty and untenable, as regards the Upper Oxus slates. In our
maps, at all events, we should adopt the walershed between the Yaz Gulam and

* Vide article * Darwaz * and page 96 of Gazeltcer.
Vide pages 5. 14, 16, 95, 96, 97, 107 Lo 110, 113 and 114, of Gazetlcers
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Bartang valleys as the true boundary, carrying on the line till it meets the
Chinese [rontier. 1[ we do not do this, depend upon it Russia will at the
earliest opportunity fill up the vacuum thus le{: by our punctilious regard for an
:gre”emenl made in the dark, and which Russia will repudiate whenever it suis
er.
. As regards the eastecn boundary, that is, the Afghan-Chinese frontier,
it can only be said that whatever histarical rights the Chinese may have had over
the Pamirs and their Kirghiz inhabitants, as a marter of fact they have seldom
exercised them west of the Taghdumbash Pamir, the Ak Su and the Rang Kul
Pamir, though at times doubtless they have established posts as far west as the
Alichur Pamir and the Litile Pamir watershed. On the other hand, the Afghan
boundary, though nominally this ill-defined Chinese frontier, practically has
terminated with the cultivable area of Wakhan and Shighnan, and consequently
the great disputable gap formed by the Pamirs has yet to be demarcated with
a view to conclusively defining the limits ol each ol the three contending
parties.
ADMINISTRATIVE Divisions.

It is impossible 10 say with any degree of cerlainly how far the civil ad-
ministration of Badakhshan has been regulated and the exact distribution of the
several districts into administcative areas. [t would seem, however, that under
the central authority of the Governor of Badakhshan there are various subordi-
nate divisions usually controlled by Alghan officiuls called MVaibs.

Up 1ill 1888 the distribution was somewhat as follows :—

KNataghan or Kundug  Wilh the exceplion of Khanabad was vnder the

Beg of Talikan (vide Chapter [11).

dndarad . .
Khinyan .o
Doshs . .
Ghori
Baghlan
Narin |
Khost
Iarkhar

‘} Under a /fakim reporting to Khanabad.

Probably under separate Naibs or Hakims,
but ajl reporting (o Khanabad.

and Pasaku as well as Rustak. Possibly
Chah-i-ab is now separate.

Nothing definite ia known regarding the ad-
ministralion of these districts, KRagh, it is

Which apparently includes Chah-i-ab, Daung
Rustak . . . {

Shiva + + v+ +] pelieved, has relained a certain amount of

Ragh -« + ] independence and is under its own local
! . Khan.

Zebak .o« ¢ These Lhree districls are or were under the

Ishkasham . . *{  MNaib ol Zcbak,

Gharns . . .

Badakhshan ; some of the districts, such as
Daraim, Sarghulam, etc,, probably have
Naibs of their own.

) In which would be included the remainder of
Faisabad . . {

Stighnan «+}Under a Hakin residing at Dar Panja.
Roshan . . . . i
Wakhan . . .  .Alsoundecan Alghan Hakim,

Towns.
consider towns hardly exist in the area of the Badakhshan govern-
menlw';\;to;‘:.eol the places shown on our maps in large capital letters are, generally
aking, either mud forts such as Kala Panja, utterly insignificant from a milie
‘spe' oi%’l of view, or villages which are local centres of administration like
Zaz:l‘)a The onlly places which can have any pretence to be designated as
'ns are:— e ]
'o““;awubad.—-A miserable place with about 4,000 ishabilants (vide Chapter
. ) )
) K hanabad.~—The capital of Lhe province (vide Chapter 1I).

Hagrat Imam —Chiefiy remarkable foc its sanctity {vids Chapter 111). s
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Rusiak.—Trobably the largest and most important commercial centre in the
Prowz‘;::/:-i-ab __A small walled town. Kunduz, it may be observed, is now in
ruins and almost deserled (arde Chapter 1110).

POPULATION,

i i most entirely Usbaks and Tajiks with
The mhabunrrns of -Badl:khSh,a::\r:dal few nomady Kirghiz tribes who roam
a sprinkling of Afghans in the towns T e e, Toam
the Pamirs. The Usbaks are found almost entirelyin lataghar d h'l]l i
country of Badakhshan, while the Tajiks or Ghalchas are chiefly in_the hill dis-
tricts of Badakhshan and in the Upper Oxus provinces. The'se Tajik races pro-
bably represent the descendants of the original Aryan inhabitants ol the Oxus
valley. They have a distinctly Aryan type of face. Their fealures are good, their
complexions [air, but weather-beaten, and their physique respectable ; they are
polite, hospitable, honest, teuthfol, with a complete absence of [fanaticism, but
they are devoid of energy or enterprise and can scarcely be called warlike
though not wanting in hardihood or courage. They belong ‘as a rule to the
Shiah sect of the Muhammadan persuasion, but many, especially those in
Zebak, Shighnan and Wakhan have adopted Maulai or Rafizi tenets and are in
touch with their co-religionists in Bombay. The Tajiks do not all speak the
Ghalcha dialeets. In Darwaz, Badakhshan proper and Gharan a Persian dialect
is the mother tongue, while in Munjan, 1shkasham, Shighnan, and Wakhan various
Ghalcha dialects are spoken, though Persian also is very generally understood.
The Turks or Usbaks may be distinguished by the square and high cheek
bone which mark the infusion of Mengol blood, while the Kirghiz is of a distinet
Mongolian type and apparently of a very low order. The hard lile of the Pamirs
s -ems to have 1old on their physique,rand most of them are stunted and shrivelled
in appearance. ‘The Turks are generally moreindustrious and enterprising than
the Tajiks, Tajiks and Usbaks are alike in one respect, absolute detestation ol
Alghan rule, and when an invader does arrive not a man will raise a finger to
resist him.  (For further details, vide pages 19 to 21 “ Gazetteer of the Alghan
Provinces of the Upper Oxus”).

CLIMATE.

As the region presents every variety of altitude [rom that of cternal snow to
the Jevel of the Oxus plains about a thousand feet above the sea, every variety
of climale may naturally be expected. The winters in the Pamirs, and in fact
everywhere above 8,000 [ect, may be characterized as intensely cold and may be
said to last from November to April. On tbe other hand in- the plains between
Rustak and the Oxus, the winter is comparatively mild. The summers are
extremely muggy and close below Faizabad, while in the highland valleys the
climate is ol course delightful. The eastern hall of the region, thatis to say,
the Pamirs, Wakhan, etc. is exposed to bitterly violent winds, the consequence ol
which is a marked absence of trees. On the Pamirs the atmosphere is remark-
_able {or i_ls rarily, but alter a day or 50 the lungs get accustomed Lo this, and there
is a bracing purity in the air which p for many di forts. The [ens
of Kataghan and the riverain districts of Badakhshan are notoriously unhealthy.

SupPPLIES AND TRANSPORT.

The generally mountainous character of the countsy and the scarcity of
population in the level cultivable tracts, renders the Badakhshan province a very
unreliable one for furnishing supplies in_quantities at all propartionate to the
requitements of even small columns, The great tracls of Pamir land produce
nothing but lorage, the highland districts produce scarcely sufficient grain for
theit own limited consumption, while the towns of Kataghan have to import
grain from Kolab in Bokharan territory. The only supplies which can be counted
on are forage, fuel, and meat, for large numbers of sheep and cattle are pastured
all over the country.  As regards transport throughout Kataghan, Badakhshan
and Wakhan, considerable atiention is paid to breeding horse flesh, and the pony
ol these countries is famous [rom Lahore to Central Asia, He is ‘an admirable
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pack animal. Mules and donkeys are also fairly numerous. Cart
also are boats ; and the whole traffic of the country is conduct::l sb;r;:cnkk::m;ln:
of which probably large numbers are usually obtainable. '

Army,

The distribution of troops in Badakhshan is of course a variabl i
and all that can be said is that under normal conditions the |3|z|d:AI(ehsqhuaan“lil::rg-I
gade is distributed between Khanabad, Faizabad, Rustak, and Shighnan. This
Badakhshan brigade is part of the Turkistan army and is fairly well organized
and armed. [t consists chiefly of Alghans and Usbaks, “The following table
showing the distribution must be taken as approximate only :—

;. Inl; Cavaly
Station. Batiatosy. | Kooy Khasadars. Dadedics. Rumarks.
Khanabd . . . . 3 4 1 Bahrah 2| 1l
" 5 1 Mountain,
Smm‘;ﬂd . . . . 2 2 v Al t Mountain,
ustak . . . . B 2 Bahrak 3]
Shighnan (Bar Panja) . . ' H [t ¢ Dowatan
Qut stations . . . . . . ] "
Total amounts . 5 10 K] 4
TotaLnew .| 3000 oo | 1,300
Roaps.

The only roads of military importance inathe Badakhshan Province are—

(1) The road leading from Tashkurghan throngh Khanabad and Faiz.
abad to the Dorah pass (vfde Chapter 111).
(2) That leading from Kolab by the Samii ferry and Rustak ta Faiz-
abad (ride Chapter 111), or lo Khanabad.
(3) The road leading (rom Ferghana to Kala Panja by the Alichur and
Great Pamirs (vide Chapter II).
(4) The road from Shighnan to Zebak by the Ishkasham Kotal.
(5) Zebak to Sarhad. . ) ]
Nos. (1) and (2) might either or bath *be used in the case of a Russian
advance for the purpose of occupying Badakhshan or threatening Chitral. The
distances worth noting by these routes are—

Miles.
Tashkurghan to Khanabad . . . . . 89
Khanabad (o Faizabad . . . . . .oy
Samti Ferry to Faizabad . . . . . 6o
Faizabad to Dorah Kotal . . . . « 1o

Would be used by a Russian column intended to occupy Wakhan
@ :\l-lilh or without ulterior objects. The distance from Osh o Kala
Panja is 400 miles. .
1d only be useful if a Russian lorce in Shighr_mn were ir_|lcnded
“ wT; ::-o)l;erale with the Badakhshan column in threatening the
Dorah. The distance from Bar Panja to Zebak is 85 miles,
= i d, in the event of a Russian occupation, would be of great
& Thilrsn;;ooart;n'ce, as it would represent the Russia_n front and would be
essenlial for lateral ications. The d may be noted
as 133 miles. . . ’ o b
1d ensily be made good cart-roads, and even in their pre-
@ andse(tft) s':l::’e are qt’n’ile easy for pack animals.’ The subject of roads
is more fully dealt with in Chapters Il and 1,




STRATEGICAL FEATURES. . .
i in spite of its extent and the fact that it lies

The Bad.?lghshan l.'»‘r_ovmcel.‘ " SPit‘heer Herat or Turkislan, can only play a
nearer the British dominions Lhan eithe Encland.  Th = B
subordinate part in a war between Russia and Englan: ' e grea[t ; ountain
barricr which forms its southern boundary and the difficult nature ol the routes
across il eflectually preclude the movements of large armies, Under the head-
ing of the Hindu-Kush I have shown that the Dorah pass is the only one that
offers a really practicable route for troops, and that even that can be easily closed
byac ively small detachment. On the other hand, the Badakhshan Pro-
vince does not offer a suitable theatre for the employment of British troops,
because for about eight months any force there posted would be entirely cut off
from all assistance and because without Kolab to draw on great difficulties would
be encountered in keeping them supplicd. The Russians, on the other hand, will
cerainly occupy the province, for even il they cannot affect a serious diversion
across the Hindu Kush, they will at least acquire considerable local prestige,
will keep us on the alert, and may possibly create a dangerous state ol ferment
among the Pathan tribes Aanking the Khaibar route. Therc can be no doubt that
when the time arrives the Russians will launch two columns into the country.
One, probably not exceeding 2000 in strenglh, will march from Ferghana and
occupy Shighnan and Wakhan, the other, which may amount to 5,000 men, will
either enter Badakhshan from Kolab or be detached {rom the main army and
march (rom the west on Khanabad. . O

As regards the Ferghana' column, the peace garrison of that district is
about 8,000 men, and, consequently, there would be no difficulty in detaching
the requisite force. We knew that when war seemed imminent in 1878 the
Russians were prepared to use this route, and from the experience of 1891-92
we are confirmed in the view that the Russians would not hesitate 1o use .this
line in spite ol all its difficullies. The route across the Pamirs is not easy
(vide Chapter IT), nevertheless it can be traversed, and in any year by the middle
ol July, Russian troops can reach Wakhan, Here they can remain till October
provided they make arrangements for supplies from Shighnan, Badakhshan or
Kashgharia, but as soon as the passes over the Hindu Kush are closed by snow
they would probably fall back to the warmer clime of Roshan, where they could
winter in comparative comlort, As regards opposition to this column we may
take it for granted that the scanty local population will not resist it, while the
Afghan force at Bar Panja is [ar too weak to court annihilation by doing so.
The best course lor that garrison would be to retire by the Dorah pass and aid
us in closing that route, while at the same time our agents should buy up all local
supplies and transport which they should either remove or destroy ‘so as to in-
crease the difficulties of the invader.

As regards the Badaklishan lint of advance, the conditions here are some-
what similar, though the difficulties both in the matter of roads and supplies are
considerably less. The Russians could certainly occupy Khanabad and F aizabad
without much trouble, and | should imagine would have no real difficulty in
concentrating 5,000 men at the latier place with a view to threatening the
Dorah pass.” Troops destined for this duty might either come from Kulab »:d
the Samti ferry and Rustak or might consist of a delachmeut (rom the main
column marching [rom Turkistan on Kabul. The Afghan garrisons of Khana-
bad and Faizabad could not hope to resist them and should fall back, the former
on K;\lbu] vid Ghori, Lhe latter on Chitral by the Dorah, at the same time
denuding the country as far as possible of t port and suppli

Only one word more need be said regarding this region. Itis Lhat the block
of mountainous country known as Kalristan is quite impracticable for military
operations, and may therefore be disregarded.

_ References.
) “Gazem_zer of the Eastern Hindu Kush, " by Captain E, G. Barrow,
. especially with reference tothe Hindu Kush passes,
(3) " Gazelteer of the Alghan Provinces of the Upper Oxus,” by Major
- G, Barrow, especially the intraduction.

(3) “Final report of the strategical aspect o the Eastern Hindu Kush,"
ajor E. G, Barrow, :

y
(4) “Lecture on the Russo-Afghan [rontier,” by Major E. G. Barrow.




CHAPTER Il
THE UPPER OXUS PROVINCES AND THE PAMIRS.

In this chapter 1 pr. i H
provinces of Afphanislfnopﬂse to describe lhp Pamlrs and the Upper Oxus
Bad E , that is to say, the districts bordering the O.
adakhshan and Darwaz, namely, Wakhan, 1shkasham, Gh. rg eSh'“s east of
Roshan. The importance of this region fies in the lact thata'lar'h ghran, and
attack from the direction of Ferghana, and that in Russi. ceupation Wen 1o
afford an excellent base from which to Sow intri ues mong. ;:CCU_PQ[IOII X would
of the Hindu Kush, Conversely, as long as tht;gse d?sr:‘r?:lgs {o: s on out side
:::mhifeaﬂalll'l(ml:ﬁ_fghﬂn ?Tands, we have as it were a glacis !'n lhe;‘::mapl;cr':l\?lz‘i:lf
ndu Kush itsell affords us. The Ox 1 i es i i
I\:[aal:;mr‘i'; ‘l‘{‘s ;'eglon[._ That great river is i::mae;db;'lsth::”j:i‘calri‘:: clli)s;ht:n ﬂ:llra‘
ar | oshan of its two main bran, ja.
[Sormer II;ISCS far 10 tl:)e east in the LiuIecl':":fr'\ithinl\gl:l%:ra:;v:‘iig‘h:orl::?:-lher:;
u makes a great bend west, and leavin, the irs Al
mouniain valley of Bartang to its junclio%l wilhplahr:“;alﬂlja“.,s t;;;u :":hrehnarraw
main sources, the one rising in the Great Pamir, the other in the Hinds Kashlwo
the head of the Pamir-i-Wakhan, both unite ju’st above Kala Panja uth usa,a't
tal of Wakhan. Thus it will be seen that Wakhan comprises the wllm'le dfaizapl.
of the Panja until that river enters Ishkasham. Besides the Murghab and tﬁ:
Panja there are two other great ributaries (rom the east namely, the Ghund and
the ‘Shakhdara, which water the two principal valleys‘ol Shigh’nan. All these
rl_;/‘_er:l may be said to rise in the great table-land of the Pamirs, alter leaving
;::l't‘c alnlriey m;(t their way (hrough deep and narrow valleys hemmed in by
y rocky mountain ranges. These valleys are [or the most part
loo narrow or too stony for cultivation, but in places they open out
and present luxuriant meadows or well cultivated alluvial fats. The rivers
are_all unnavigable, and the only means of communication are the very
indifferent roads which line their banks.® Bridges are few and (ar between,
and are for the most part extremely ricketty. Most of the rivers are, how-
ever, Ior'dable except when in flood. ~ Villages are inlrequent, and exce, l.below
Bar Panja_are generzlly a day’s march apart. The whole seliled population of
these provinces live in these riverain villages, and being, asa rule, of a peaceable
disposition forts are {ew. Kala Panja, Bar Panja, and Kala Wamar are the only
places in the whole of this region which can be described as fortified, and even
these are only mud forts of the usual Central Asian type. The inhabitants of all
these states, or rather districts, are Tajiks. These Tajiks are distinctly an
Aryan race, of good physique, but of a guiet, unwarlike disposition. They are
enlirely devoid of fanaticism and have little energy or enterffise, so thatasa
race they may be treated as a guantité negligeable. Atthe same tine it must
not be forgotten that they cordially detest the Afghans and would assist rather
than oppose a Russian advance. I may now give a few words of special des-
cription to each little separate stale.

WAKHAN.

Though politically this term comprises the Great and Little Pamirs as well
as the inhabited valley of the Panja, praciically it consists of thelatter only, com-
mencing at the point near Bozai Gumbaz, where the Panja leaves the Pamirs and
ending on the [rontier of Ishkasham. It is a desolate, treeless country, very
sparsely inhabited. The highest village, Sarhad, is 10,800". From here ta the
western [rontier of Wakhan isabout 110 miles, and as the valley is nowhere more-
than 2 miles wide, the real Wakhan may be described as a narrow sirip along
the Panja with tiny hamlets here and there on both banks. The total popu-
lation isabout 5,000. Snow lies on the ground for about five maplhs, and evenin
summer it is often bitterly cold owing (o the Bad-i-Wakhan which blows up the
valley, Crops are scanty, but the pasturage is splendidin places, and yats, cattle,

* An exception may be made as regards the road from ishkasham to Bar Panja,
the Oxus, which has recently been made by the Afghans and is a faicly good one.

alang the let bank of
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sheep and goats are reared in great numbers. The road rom Sarhad (o the
Little Pamir is an extremely difficult one, but down the valley to Ishkasham it js
easy enough and might without difficulty be made a good gun road. The only

ractjcable military routes, leading out of the valley right and left, are the route
From ala Panja to the Great Pamir, and the routes which lead across the Hindy
Kush by the Baroghil and Khorabort passes. “The importance of Wakhan lics
not so much in he utility of these passes as lines of military operation, as in
the fact, that were it occupied by the Russians, the tribes Lo the south of the
Hindu Kush would always be in a state of restless uncertainty, and a raw would
be established on our Rank which might be difficult to cure.

ISHKASHAM AND GHARAN,

These two small districts, together with Zebak, are now administered by the
Naib of Zebak under the orders of the Governor of Badakhshan. 'They occupy
the valley of the Panja between Wakhan and Shighnan. The lertile portion
of Ishkasham is only about 6 square miles in extent. In fact it is but one large
scattered village with a population of about 1,200, Gharan, though once rich
and populous, is now almost uninhabited. The position of Ishkasham is strate.
gically important as it commands the only possible winter route between Badakh-
shan, Wakhan, and Shighnan. The pass over the Isbkasham or Sardab Kotal is a
very easy one, the crest being only 9,500" above the sea, or about 1,000’
above theriver. Bothascent and descent are very gradual, and there would be no
difficalty in taking wheeled artillery across. The road down the valley to Bar
Panja is a very good one, easy for baggage animals at all times.

SHIGHNAN,

This district comprises the Ghund and Shakhdara valleys, as well as the
main valley of the Panja between Gharan and Roshan. The valley of the Panja
is here more open and lertile than in Wakhan, and [ruit trees abound. Ghund
and Shakhdara are alpine valleys which drain the western slopes of the Pamir
table-land. Both are narrow and bounded by high bare mountains, but they
contain a [ew villages and a certain amount of cultivation. Up the Ghund lies
the main route [rom Shighnan to the Alichur Pamir and thence to either Fergh-
ana or Chinese Turkistan, This valley hastherefore a certain strategical impor-
tance. If the Russians wished to occupy Shighnan, they would probably use
this route in preference to either the route through Darwaz or (hat through
Roshan by the valley of the Murghab, It may be usclul to mention that from
Bar Panja, the Ak Baital confluence, where the routes to Ferghana and Kashgar
diverge, the distance is about 2135 miles, of which about 122 miles is through
desolate, though easy pamir country, The Ghund and Shakhdara unite belore
joining the Panjag and the united stream is known as the Suchandara. At the
junction of the latter with the Panja the valley opens out Lo a width of about 4
miles, lorming a fine plain with valuable pasturage. The fort of Bar Panja stands
on the top of a cliff, overlooking the river, and about 250" above it on its left
bank. It is a miserable place crowded with barracks and stables and suulers’
shops. Thereis no town at Bar Panja, but villages and orchards occupy the
hill-sides round aboul. The Alghans hold the place with about Boo regulars,
including hall a mule battery (1886). In capable hands the position of Bar
Panja could doubtless be turned to account as it watches both the valley of the
Onxus and the route [rom the Alichur Pamir ; but situated as it is at a distance

from all support and in the midst ol a population decidedly inimical to Alghan
rule, it offers an easy prey to the Russians whenever Lhey choose lo take it
The people of Shighnan are Tajiks and in no way warlike or wrbulent, but may
be reckoned on as uselul allies to the Russians whenever they choose to
advance.
ROSHAN.

This district is really a part of Shighnan. It may be said to consist of three

distinct tracts :—

(1) Roshan proper, thal is the valley of the Oxus between Shighnan and
Darwaz.



(11) Barlang, the culiivated portion of the Murghab valley.

(I11) Pasar, which includ
asad Jhict cludes the Murgh:b valley ahove Barlang and the

The capital is the dilapidated
favornt i pidated fort of Wamar. Roshan i
pos““;?ox?;l::r; ol the Oxus v.allely, both soil and clir:a!a: I;s‘doublless the most
Population i east 3,000, while in Bar:ang and Pasar lh‘er cng execlient.  The
s b'e A :sa;hpzople are almost_ entirely Kirghiz, the rl:slea argr probably 2,000
Murghah%‘z Kak Se frt:]m three directions; from Darnaz brelh ﬂj{ks. oshan
oneand ver circl.:Ji;:n 'from Shighnan, The route lhrouéh lY)ar:a‘-"l_"?'Y o
is only Prac{icnble [o‘rjsm;:r:nalRulssm; point of view, while that by lzh'es ;Hdulrﬁ;ut
p oot and quile unsuitabl Eha
:occtdm;:liu;:-m{ bRe r;garded as almost certain that :nye ’c‘:)rh:rl:\enp?ssage $ froops,
oec ([;)h..nd 33[]905 al:“ and Shighnan will come by way of the AI::;\e“dlgd for the
the Ghund val qu;ze u:;;l}:rl,;t r}}ay b; taken lor granted that the A;lgrh1:':|\:illa'l;d
3 g ofer e Y 1 ‘ ‘
retire on Zebak or be uselessly annihilaf\:éne resistance, and that they will ﬂ'lhe’r’
In addition to the setiled and inh i i
4 In : inhabited portions of the distri
“7:{::':2;‘10,' lg:{ehare large areas of pamir land which polilicalfy lf;?;‘:tlls ihove
Wakhan or S ”g‘ nan, l.ho_ugh the exact extent ol jurisdiction has m:verg ':tﬂhlhe{
con\vpni‘pn[ : dtess;ibin::‘::r":] alldprusent the same characleristics it \\'ill’be mziz
d ] | em under one general head than 2
attempt to differentiate betw, chi e e to
pRMA elween those which belong to Russia, 1o China, or 1o

THE PAMIRS.

The pamir region is not a pl. i i i
plateau in the ordinary a

::al (al!her a!l%h_y uplandd[rom 12,000 leet to 15,003}l:(:iE:bpol:lelol;eolfevlgle;[e[:é
ea, intersected in every irection by ranges ol bare, rock: | i
rising from 1§, 000 feet t , rocky, snow-clad mountains
opengoul (orﬁ\in e orD zecr:,?oo feet. The valleys betwen these rangesin places

pe g gently shelving troughs from one to several miles i
width, covered generally with low worm-wood scrub about a foot high, but here IS
there with the richest grasses. Such flat open valleys are know ags ;'m"u'rs \&;Pl
narrow deep ravines are never so described. It is therelore quite inaceurate Ite
speak of the whole_region as Zhe pamir, though that term isa convenienc(’
expression for describing the wild uninhabited tract between Chinese Turkistan
and the settled Ta]lk districts of Wakhan and Shighnan. There is not one pamir.
but several pamirs, such as Lhe Pamir-i-Kalan or Great Pamir, the Pamir-i.Khurd
or Little Pamir, the Alichur, the Taghdumbash, the Rang Kul pamir, etc.
1t is a common idea that the Pamirs are Lraversable in every direction, but this is
not the case.  The mountain ranges are quite impracticable, except at ceriain
well-defined points, and there are only a few routes which are ever used.

The principal routes are—

I.—From Wakhan to Yarkand by the Little Pamir ; the winter route.
I[.—From Wakhan (Kala Panja) to Yarkand by the Great Pamir; the
summer route. "
111.—From the Alai »i4 the Great Kara Kul lo the Ak Baital junction
with the Ak Su.
IV.—From the Ak Baital to the Alichur Pamir by the Neza Tash pass
(14,200). :
V.—From the Alichur Pamit to the
and thence to Kala Panja.
VI.—From the Alichur Pamir to 8highnan by the Ghund valley.
V1l.—From the Ak Baital up the Ak Su valley to the Little Pamir.

VIIl.—From the Ak Baital to Kashghar by Rang Kul.

These routes are only good by comparison. The absence of supplies and
searcity of firewood, as well as of [orage in places, are alone sulficient to render
the passage of large bodies of roops impossible, while, except in the actual
pami-s or flat valleys, the roads are often rugged and difficult.

Great Pamir by the Khargnsh pass,



Of (he above mentioned routes, the most important f[rom a Russian point
of view are 111, IV, V, VI, and VII, _Of these, 111 is an obligatory route for any
column advancing [rom Ferghana.  Thereis no other worth considering. From
Osh in Ferghana to the Ak Su it is 244 miles or nearly three weeks' march, and
no expedition could well siart before June on account of the snow on the Taldik
pass {12,000"). The Kizil Su which waters the Alai is always fcrdable, and the
Alai valley with its excellent pasturage affords a suitable point for eslablishing
a secondary base, especially as between June and September it is teeming with
the Rocks and herds of the Kirghiz. The Kizil Art pass between the Ala valley
and the Kara Kul basin is an casy pass (14,200"). The road through the
Kara Kul is quite easy, bul forage and luel are very scarce. The Tuyuk pass,
though 15,200" above Lhe sea, is by no means difficull, and it would be {quite
leasible 1o construct a cart-road for summer use all the way from Ferghana
to_the Ak Su. It is the barren nalure of the country alone that presents
difficulties.

From the Ak-Baital junction the Russians, il their objective were Shighnan,
or even the Dorah pass, would use Routes IV and VI. If Wakhan and (he
Baroglil, Routes [V and V. Il Kanjut, or even the Khorabort pass, Route \'11.
The development of events in Hunza and the very secondary value of the
Khorabort pass route, which is not open till September, renders very unlikely a
demonstration by way of the Ak Su valley and the Litle Pamir, while the ease
with which a relatively small force could detain an enemy wishing to use Lhe
Baroghil route to Yasin renders it equally unlikely that the Russians wouldattempt
to attack along that line. 1 am therelore of opinion that they will, in the first
instance, content themselves with vecupying Shighnan and Wakhan with a view
to using he latter country as n base for intrigue and for the purpose of threaten-
ing us, and the former country as the channel through which they will draw
such supplies as it, together with Roshan and Darwaz, can provide, and lo
which also they can retire during the inclement winter season. If this view be
correct, the most important Pamir routes are 1V, V, and VI, i.e., those through
the Alichur and Great Pamirs. The Murghab or Ak Su is easily {orded. The
road then leads up the Kara Su valley to the easy Neza Tash water-parting
(14,000 feet). The Alichur valley is ‘now entered, and this pamir aflords
for 50 miles an easy, level road with water, forage, and firewood along it. - From
the Alichur to the Great Pamir by far the best route is by the Khargosh pass,
which is about 14,500 feet and by no means difficult, while Irom the Great Pamir
to Kala Panja, there are no serious obstacles to retard troops. The distance
from the junction of the Ak Baital with the Ak Su to Kala Panja, is about 156
miles, so that altogether it may be reckoned a month's march from Osh te
Wakhan, and no force could well arrive there much before the middle of July.
The route from the Alichur by the Ghund valley to Bar Panja in Shighnan is
not an easy one for laden animals, while the distance from the Ak Baital
junction is 200 miles.

Besides the Khargosh there are two other passes leading from the Alichur
to the Great Pamir, namely, the Bash Gumbaz, high, difficult, and little used, and
the Kojiguit Dawan, an easy route leading to the Aidecen Kul, the upper
lake ol the Great Pamir, which possibly might be prelerred to the Khargosh
route. From the Great Pamir to Wakhan, apart [rom the main route by the
valley ol the Panja, there is no route practicable for troops, but there are several
easy passes opening on (o the Little Pamir east of the lake, notably the Anda-
min or Benderski. .

The climate of the Pamirs is very severe in winter, which .lasts from Octo-
ber till May, and during these months the deep snows and biting winds render
them both uninhabitable and imp ble for any but the hardy Kirghiz, and even
the Kirghiz only remain on the Paniirs during the summer months. In winter
they generally migrate to Kashgharia, the Alai, and the upper valleys ol
Shighnan. The total number of the Pamir Kirghiz has been esllma.led at about
5,000 persons. They are quiet, inoflensive people, and would certainly offer no
resistance to any invader. The [orage in places is magnificent, but such places
are often widely separated. There are no trees excepl here and there a litle
dwarl birch, but the roots of a species of worm-wood or * saxaul” afford an ir-
diflerent fuel which is everywhere procurable.
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As regards the rivers of the Pamirs there are only four or five of any size
or importance ; the Panja, the Ak Su or Murghab, the Ghund, the Shakldara.
the Kudara, and the Ak Bailal. The two last named are purely pamir rivers,
shallow and easily fordable, so also are the upper courses of the ‘others, but in
their lower portions, where they flow through the inhabited valleys of Wakhan
Shighnan, and Roshan, they are for Lhe most part rapid, turbulent rivers, quite
unnavigable and difficult to cross even where fordable. In early summer these
rivers are very full owing to the melting of the snows, and this is especially the
case in the afternoons, so that as a rule fords can only be used early in the
morning. For this and other reasons the best months lor military operations
are August and September.
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CHAPTER 111

BADAKHSHAN AND KATAGHAN.

Ae_already explained in the iniroductory chapter lhe_re are two Badakh-
shans, the political and the ﬁeographica.l. 1 am he_re deallng with the latter
only when speaking cf Badakhshan, that is to say, ‘\\'Ilh the basin of the Kokcha
and its tributaries. This lesser Badakhshan, uniil quite recently, had from
(ime immemorial been ruled by ils own Mirs, and so conveyed to the Asiatic
mind the idea of a distinct Tajik principality. It was, and is, bounded on the
north by the Oxus and the Cis-Oxus dislric.ls ol Darwaz; on the west by
Kataghan or Kunduz, the Lataband range forming as a rule the dividing line’;
on the south by Kalriztan, from which it is divided by (he great watershed
of the Hindu Kush, and, on the east, by the long spur from Tlpch Mir which
separales it from the Upper Oxus valley, thal is to say, the portion of the river
above Darwaz.

Except near the Oxus the country is distinctly alpine in character, and
the rivers are for the most part rapids running in narrow defiles between
steep and stony mountains. Here and there the gorges open out into valleys
of no great extent but great feriility, while further northtowards Chah-i-ab
a level country is reached, which stretches to the Oxus. 'l'he climale varies
considerably with the altitude, but the bulk of the country lies at temperate
elevations,  Aboul Rustak and Chah-i-ab il is very hot in summer and
even Faizabad (3,800 [eet),is unpleasantly warm. The population is probably
about 120,000 souls, mostly Tajiks, but with a fair proportion of Turks in
the plains to the north, but whether Tajiks or Turks all are ill-diposed towards
their Alghan rulers. The great- geographical leatures of the country are:
first, the Hindu Kush, which here forms an impassable barrier for any but
mountaineers, except at one point,—the Dorah pass; second, the Kokcha, which
is the main drainage channel of the country ; third, the great spur on the east
which, with its continuation the Shiva mountains, cuts it off entirely from
Darwaz,

From a military point of view the only importance ol the region is with
reference o the approaches from the Oxus and Khanabad to Faizabad, the
capital, and thence to the Dorah pass. It will therefore be unprofitable to
describe the country, except with regard to these routes, especially as our
knowledge of the hill districts is extremely limited and vague.

It will be convenient il | commence with the Dorah pass. This is the
route by which all the trade of Badakhshan with Peshawar is conducted.
The kofal is about 14,800 [eet above the sea, and consequently for the greater
part of the year it is closed by snow. For three or four months, however, it may
be crossed by pack animals, and though in its present state it cannot be
considered a road fit for the passage of an army, still a small column lightly
equipped might use it, especially il the route were improved. | may here
remark that none of the great Tartar conquerors ever used it for the march of
their armies. The Dorah pass is about 48 miles or 5 marches [rom Chitral.
The descent from the crest to Lake Dufferin is very steep in places, but not
otherwise difficult. At the lake we reach one of the main sources of the
Kokechz, and [rom here we [ollow the course ol the Warduz, The road
is practicable lor laden animals, and might easily be made an excellent one
suitable [or the march of a military column. Several villages are passed, and at
about 32 miles [rom the lake the broad open grassy plain ol Zebak overa mile
in width is reached, where a considerable force might be encamped. The position
of Zebak isimportant, as it not only covers the Dorah, Nuksan, and Agram passes
into Chitral but also the route over the Sardab Kotal into Wakhan, the main
route in fact from Badakhshan to the Pamirs and the Upper Oxus. The position
at Zebak would indeed be a perlect one lor resisting an enemy irom the north,
were it not that it can be tumed from Faizabad by way of Jurm, which route
bowever is a difficult one. The elevation of the Zebak plain is about B,000" and
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the climale is severe, while from Ay,

¢ L ere, gust (0 January th i H

an: _.kue dare _s'car{ce m‘lhesg parts.  The people hereabouts are PersiEn'.s uf Lir_am
Tajiks, devoid of all fanaticism and of a thoroughly peacefui dispt:lsili(:mpea "8

From Zebak to Faizabad it is 73 miles. The road i
1 8 es

gﬁgﬁ( Dlrl;'iz :y.ai;di‘;zal(”‘lhlh? Bt:_harakr pfl'ainwis reached, aboutzo:ljnmlirl':s “l;‘;lr::

a e Junction of the Warduz, Kokcha, and Sarghul
and is well cultivated and productive, being one of the b v and it die,
tricts ol Badakhshan, The altitude of Bohsrak i o6 . l'est e he o di
the climale is delightful. This, doubtless, would b o 2bave Ihelsea, and
would concentrate, and where it would form a l:r;,;faar,;nI;‘;';irebaeg:':s;?e’;mte
ing (o cross the Dotah.  From Boharak to Faizabad it is about 24 miles, I':n;
lr;:nad being easy and passing through numerous hamlets and villages. It will
e observed that I have not attempted Lo describe the road from Chitral to the
Dorah. - For information regarding this portion of the route the reader is
referred to Route No. 15 in my " Gazetteer of the Eastern Hindu Kush  and to

my secrzt “ Report on the Strategical Aspect of the Eastern Hindu Kush.”

Faisabad, the capital of Badakhshan, stands on the right ban
I_(okcha, \\'I'!u:h here flows in a rocky trench-like bed, while Eehind lltleofto!\t!:
fise successive ridges- of hills. 1tis now.a-days a miserable place with only
some 4,000 inhabitants, _The climate is not good, and the place is liable 1o epi-
demics, but the situation is strategically important as rom it bifurcate the roads
to Khanabad, Rustak, and Zetak. The garrison in 1886 consisted ofl—

2 battalions, of infantry,
2 troops of cavalry,
I baltery.

The inhabitants ol Faizabad are mosily Tajiks, but there is a lair sprinkling
of Usbaks and Alghans.

From Faizabad to Khanabad it is 133 miles, or half a month’s march.
The road is fairly good and is practicable for guns, Shortly after leaving
Faizabad the road’ leaves the Kokcha valley, crosses over to the Daraim valley
and thence to the Lataband pass i@ Teshkan and Kishm. The pass is only about
5,500 leet above sea level and is quite easy. From the Lataband to Khanabad
there are no difficulties (o speak of.

The road from Faizabad to Rustak is easy for laden mules, or even camels,
the distance is 18 miles. Ruslak is an important trade centre and stands in a
cultivated plain_about two miles in widih. "L probably contains about 10,000
inhabitants, and is certainly a more thriving town than Faizabad. From Rustak
a much-used pack road runs zid Chah.i-ab to the Oxus, and thehce to Kolab,
crossing the river at the Samti ferry. The road on leaving Rustak flollows
the cultivated valley of the Rustak river for about 14 miles, then crossing the
low Khoja Suckh hills enters Chah-i-ab, a walled town with a scanty popula-
tion, six miles further on. Samti is about 25 miles beyond Chah-i-ab. The
ferry here is of varying widih, according to the state of the river, and is crossed
on skin ralts towed by horses. The hills approach the river on the Alghan
side, leaving, however, a strip ot level cultivated land between their base and

the river bank.

it is very unlikely that a Russian force would march on Badakhshan by
way of Kolab, as that would involve a long and unnecessary detout through
difficult country, but the route from Kolab 1o Rustak_ a_nd Faizabad would
doubtless be largely utilized as a line of supply, and it is one which would
require no deflensive precautions. Any force intended lor offcnsive operations,
or even as a covering detachment, would probably come by way ol Khanabad,
and after establishing 2 secondary base at Boharak would move on Zebak,
whence it would be in a position to cither threaten the Dorah and Chitral or
to move on the Baroghil by wa of Ishkasham. and Wakhan, _I! may beob-
served here Lhat the raute over the Sardab Kotal to Ishkasham is an extreme:
ly easy one, and that there would be no insurmountable difficulty in taking

whecled artillery Lo the Baroghil.
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Westward of the Dorah there is no known pass leading from Badakhshan
towards India, and (he country on the right Aamk of the Khanabad-Zebak
road is consequently of no military importance, o~ .

As regards the left flank there is practically no direct communication be-
tween Darwaz and Badakhshan, so that the whole route may be regarded as un-
assailable from a fAank.

References,

(1) “Lecture on the Russo-Afghan Frontier”, 1889, by Major E. G.
Barrow.

(2) ""Gazetleer of the Afghan Provinces of the Upper Oxus”, by Major
E. G. Barrow, especially articles Badakhshan, Faizabad, and Rus.
tak.

KATAGHAN,

The Kataghan division of the Badakhshan province is practically the same as
the old Khanate ol Kunduz belore the absorption of Badakhshan proper by Murad
Beg. Filty years ago Kalaghan or Kunduz was an important Usbak siate ruled
by a powerlul independent chiel, the Mir Murad mentioned above, His sway extend.
ed not only over Kataghan, Khulm, and Badakhshan, but reached to Kolab on the
north of the Oxus. 1n 1859 the Alghans conquered Kunduz, which then became
tributary to the Amirs of Kabul. Sultan Murad, the grandson of the famous Mir
Murad, contrived 1o maintain a partial independence during the reign of Sher Ali,
and on the appearance of Abdul Rahman he promptly offered him assistance, and
was, in consequence permilled to retain the administration of the Usbak districts
of Kalaghan under the Governor appointed by Abdul Rahman, while Talikan was
assigned (o him as a id In 1888, er, he joined in Ishak Khan's
rebellion, and was in consequence dispossessed.

The Kataghan division is bounded on the north by the Oxus. The western
boundary of Kataghan, or in other words of the province ol Badakhshan, com-
mencing at the junction of the Kunduz river with the Oxus, passes southward
across the desert between the mountains and the Oxus lo the small village of
Khairabad on the Tashkurghan-Kunduz road, Thence it may be said to lollow
roughly the western walershed of the Kunduz river over a high plateau to the
Mirza Had Bel Kotal, and thence along the crest of the Chongur mountain,
Then lurning southeeast it crosses the Surkbab or upper Kunduz river just
above Shutar ]anF.\l, and lollowing a spur gains the watershed of the Hindu Kush
which eastwards forms the southern boundary of the Badakhshan province.

The dividing line between the Kataghan and Badakhshan divisions of the
province may be said lo run along the spurs of the Lataband till these abut on
the lc(t bank of the Kokcha and then to follow that river to its junclion with
the Oxus at Khwaja Ghar. It may be observed, however, that Kala Aoghan on
the main [(hanabad -Badakhshan road, though east of the Lalaband, has been
affiliated to Talikan. Thus it will be seen the Kataghan division comprises alarge
area ol mountain and plain; but the mountain districts as a vule, though they
formed part of the old Kunduz state, were really quite distinct from Kataghan.
Their inhabitants were for the most part Tajiks and not Usbaks, and in the
Surkhab basin, at all events, Kataghan was only considered to commence at
Jar, north of Baghlan.  This distinction is still recognized by the Afghans, for
while the Usbak districts in the plain country (except Khanabad and its
neighbourhood) were till 1888 administered according to Usbak customs by
the Beg of Talikan, who held the country in fief [rom the Amir, the mountain
districts of Kataghan, suchas Andarab, Khinjan, Doshi, Ghori, Baghlan, Narin,

Khl\nst, Farkhar, etc., were under the direct.control of the Governor of Badakh-
shan.

The great geographical feature of Kataghan is the Kunduz river, called
also the: Ak Sa_nu.and Surkhab. This river and its affluents drain almost the
whole of the district.  The Kunduz, it will be seen [rom the map, is formed by
the junction of the Surkhab and the Bangi. The former stream with its afluents
drain Narin, Baghlan, and the districts described in Chapter I, Part 11, while
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the Bangi drains the hill districts between Khanabad and th 1
has too i N ! r 4 : e Lataba_nd range.
llh::‘ a‘::i ‘I'“P:" ias';:. Sn_bulanes, the Talikan river and the stream which dralgm

Very little is known of the hill districts, except those described in Part 11

Khost is described as a valley about 500 yards wid i
with numerous v_illag‘es and orchards, Itis sai:{ylo cor::;i: szrl:ie l:o:o‘k(:asrr:itiinegs'
and that a fortnight’s supplies for an Anglo-Indian brigade could be collected
Xugouth d_!l_ﬁilc_;hy. From Khost lhe_re are mule roads leading to Panjshir,
laae:rgh;ce.a ikan, and Khanabad. It is about four longish marches from the

Narin is a narrow valley very similar to Andarab (side Ch 4
encept that its inhabitants are chiefly Usbaks, T(here is :Pgtzl;t!]l:nll)l?;tr:i)é
through it from Andarab (vide Route No. 1, Kabul series) which crosses the
watershed at the Murgh Kotal (7,500 feet). From Narin thereis a good road to
Kunduz 2¢d Jar and the valley of the Surkhab, and another good road by the
Jaburdagh valley 1o Khanabad,  Thereare also cross-roads leading into Ghori
Narin contains about 8,000 inhabitants. Jaburdagh is a large fertile valle;
where a [air amount of supplies could be obtained.

. Baghlan is the valley of the Surkhab, from where it leaves the Ghori
district down as far as Jar, that is to say, it extends for about 30 miles along
that river, which in autumn is about 6o yards wide and a fect to 3} feet deep,
with a gravelly bottom and easy banks. In spring, however, the river is quite‘
unlordable. At Kishlak Kazi, where the Hakim resides, the valley is about 6
miles wide. The southern part of Baghlan is fertile and populous, but further
north a good deal of it is bare, open plain. Itis said that supplies for three
months, [or about an Anglo-Indian brigade, could be collected in the district.
There is not much grass, but b#usa is plentiful. The inhabitants (estimated at
6,500) are chiefly Afghansand Tajiks. The main road from Kabul to Badakh-
shan lies through Baghlan. (Route No. XI, Kabul series).

At Jar, Kataghan proper is entered. From here the river and road pass
througha defile called the Dara Jalogir, alter which the track is over low hills or
downs on the right bank. The plain country is entered close to Khanabad. The
road is made and supposed to be practicable for artillery, The only places in
Kataghan which can possibly be called towns are Khanabad, Kunduz, Hazrat
Imam, and Talikan.

Khanabad is the capital of the Badakhshan province. It is situated on the
south bank of the Bangi among swampy rice fields. The ruins of the old town
of the same name are oppasite on the north bank. Khanabad has neither walls
nor citadel, but it has an Afghan garrison, the normal strength of which is—

2 regiments, infantry

2 . cavalry . -
1 field b'allery A Total about 2,500 me

1 mounlain batlery .

Though it is the capital of the province, the total population was said, by Mr.
Elias in 1886, not to exceed 4,000.

Kundusg is now a tuined and deserted city, though it once contained a
very large population. It stands on a peninsula of raised ground jutting out into
a sea ol swamps and reeds which stretch along theaneer.:IIey. The ﬁva”s, and
gates even now are high and imposing, though and dilaf A
small modern dagar lics outside the western wall, The Ak Sara is here a large
river which can however in winter be forded (wo miles above Kunduz.

Talitan lies in a fertile plain on the, right bank of the river so named.
It is surrounded by down-like hills. [t is really only a large village of some
2,000 inhabitants, but till lately had some local reputation as_the residence of
Murad Beg. Talikan is considered the healthiest and best part of the low
country of Kataghan. The road from Khanabad 1o Faizabad lies through it.
There s also a road to Rustak, which is 3 marches dhlstant. o the Kob

—1In the north-west corner of Kataghan, west of the toh-
i-Am{)Ja’:zni': lll;':":ngle between the Oxus and the Kunduz river, lies the hlalrge
open tract of Hazrat Imam or Imam Sahib, a considerable portion of this is cho/ or
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desert, and waterless, though well grassed in spring, but the lown stands in the
midst of a highly productive plain, and is surrounded by villages, whose fertile
fields are watered by canals fromthe Oxus. There are also hne pasture lands
along the south bank of Lhat river from the mouth of the Kokeha downwards.
Along the whole south of the Hazrat Imam plain are the swamps and fens of
the Bangi and Kundue rivers, which run through great reed beds and marshes
noted for their malarious character, Hazrat Imam derives its name from a shrine
of greal repute. It is an unwalled town ol some size, is !he centre of consider.
able trade, and is said to contain about 4,000 Kataghani families. [t stands
on a large canal taken off from the Oxus, which is about g miles distant.
The town has some importance [rom its position onthe roads from Kata-

han to Kurghan Tapa and Kolab, the latter of which is ag extremely fertile
gislricl and might be a uselul base of supply 1o a lorce moving through Khan-
abad. The road to Kolab is said 1o be good and easy. In winter the Oxus, it
is said, can be forded at three places. The highest is the Sarai ford by which
the Kolab road crosses, the second is where the Kurghan Tapa road crosses,
and the third is the Sur Baital passage where the Oxus runs through a rock-strewn
gorge, and can be crossed byjumpi_ng from rock to rock. Thereis a ferry (one
boal) across the Oxus at Takht-i-Kowat between the \Wakish and Kunduz
junctions. The road from Hazrat Imam to Khanabad, or Kunduz presents no
difficulties except want of water in the chol and the passage ol the Bangi or
Khanabad river.

The best road from Tashkurghan (o Imam Sabibis round by Khisht Tapa
on the Oxus through Kalazal te Kunda Guzar on the Kunduz river. This
is circuitous, nearly 8o miles, but it avoids the worst part of the desert. The
ford at Kunda Guzar can only be used in winter. In summer people cross on
masak ralts,

The total population of Kataghan is estimated by Mr. Elias at 120,000,
about hall of whom are perhaps in the plain country, The people in the plains
are nearly all Usbaks. Their physique is poor owing to the unhealthiness of
the country and the miserable conditions under which the people live in squalid
reed huts, The principal products of Kataghan are sheep and horses; the
latter are mostly cobs and ponies. It is altogether a miserable country, though
some ol the higher valleys are pleasant enough.

Below Kunduz the river is a considerable stream with jungly and reedy
banks—the haunt of the tiger. Itis quile unfordable in summer and is navigable
to Lallakai on the Turkistan road. There is a regular [erry at Khak Kani, 2
miles below Lallakai. .

As regards routes the onlty important ones in Kataghan are—

(1) The desert route [rom Tashkurghan to Kunduz.

(2) The route [rom Khanabad to Faizabad (133 miles).

(3) The route to Hazrat Imam and thence 1o Kolab.

(4) The route to Kabul vid Baghlan, Ghori, and the Chahardar or
Kaoshan passes.

(5} Theroute to Narin and Andarab.

The distance from Kabul 10 Khanabad is about 230 miles, or 19 stiges by
the Chahardar route, and guns have been taken the whole way, so the difliculiies
cannot be very great; but nevertheless the road is not of any great military
importance. It 1s very unlikely the Russians would make Khanabad an objec-
tive unless it were intended 10 form there a depdt of supplies Irom Kolab,
Badakhshan, elc., with a view to facilitating an advance from Turkistan by way
of Haibak and Ghori. It might be an important strategic point in Lhe impro-
bable case of resistance being offercd to the Russian advance in the direction
of Haibak, in which case a Russian column at Khanabad would threaten the
line of communications through Ghori and Doshi, and it would then be necessary
to detach a force to contain this Khinabad column. With reference to this it
may be noted that [rom Khanabad to Pul-i-Khomsi in Ghori it is 66 miles, or §
marches, and Irom Tashkurghan to Khanabad about 85 miles.

References,
“ Report of a journey through Badakhshan”, by Mr, Ney Elias.

' Alghan Boundary  Commission Records”.
“ A. B. C. Routes, Kabul series”.
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Appendix.

Strategical aspect of the Northern Frontier of Kashmir.

The passes between Chinese Turkistan or Kashgharia and K i
nected whth the geography of Alghanistan, stl (hers e candeey mpTs Soarcely bich
!lanks that under review, and as it is more than possible that Kashgharia will smfe :aw ae
inta Russian hands, it is worth while enquiring whether their position in Kashgharia {vs:?‘;
give (hem a mililary advantage in any ofiensive campaign dirccted againstgus I hav
therefore, addt'd as an appendix this brief note which is based on Chapler VII nI'.Ca laiEn‘
Younghusband’s Rrpprf of a Mission to the Northern Froniier of Kashmir, 188 P
on astward of the thkl}:as:ﬂ the great divide which scparates the Indian empire from
entral Asia, is known as the Mustlagh and the Karal i i
from east to west therc arc the [ollo\%ing passes i— Horum mountains - Across tis range

(1} Karakorum fass (18,550") casy and practicable all the year round for ponies
and camels.

{3) Salloro pass, now disused, and quite impracticable.

(3) Mustagh passes, ditto.

{4) Shimshal pass (14,700) easy and praclicable for ponies.

{5) Khunjurab pass {14,300") ditto.

(6) ‘Mintaka pass (14,400 practicable lor ponies,

The country between the Karakorum and the Shimshal is a glacier region quite impracti-
cable for troaps, so thal as a matter ol fact there is no route 7rnm the north nlo Baltistan,
and an encmy from Yarkand must cither advance on Hunza oc on Leh, The passes (4),
(5), and (6) inlo Hunza are comparalively casy, bul absolutely uselcss owing Lo Lhe difficul-
ties Lhe roads present on the southern or rather western side of the walershed, and con-
sequently we may confinc our attention to the roule {rom Yarkand to Leh,

Three roules praclicable (or ponies lead from Yarkand, ors.:—

(1) By Kugiar and the Yangi Dawan. This is (he best route in the winter, but
from April lo Seplember is impassable on account of the depth of the
rivers,

{2) By the Kilian pass and Shahidula, Lhe route now in use by Lraders, The
pass is very difficult, 17,800" high and very steep.

(3) By the Sanju pass also a difficult onc but in common use.

On the whole it may be said that for a force based on Yarkand there are no great
obstacles to an advance as far as Lhe Karakorum, and the pass itsell can be crossed with-
out difficulty, but on the southern side it would be otherwise. Between the Karakorum
pass and the Shayok river the road passes Lhrough narrow deep gorges where it would be
easy (6 check the advance of an army. Then the Shayok river has to be crossed. This
is never lordable, and there are neither boats nor limber procurable in the eighbourhood.
The next obstacles are the Saser pass (17,800) and the Karawal Pass {15,000), both
diMficult, while beyond this again would be (he second passage of the Shayok and the diffi-
cult Khardung pass (17,500). All these obslacles combirted render this line of approach so
difficult and hazardous that it would be sheer (olly to altempt it in the face of armed re-
sislance, and probably the Kashmir Imperial Service troops could, unassisted, secure the
salely of this portion of our [rontier against any enemy.
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