




NOTE. 

"Tile Jiililarg Grngrnpllg of lllgllanistan " hns bcco eompilcd in G,.epnrla, 
namely :- 

Ynrt I. Dndoklrshnn. by AInjor B. C .  Bzrmw. Indian Staff Corps. 

Pert  11. dfglrav~ Turkislo.. by Xn jo r  E. G. Barma, Indio~l SloL 
Corps. 

Part  111. IIe'crof, by Nnjor B. G. Banoa, lodian StnE Corps. 

P u t  IV. IirrbnI, by Cnptain A. 11. hlnson, D.S. O., Depn1.y Assislant 
Qosrtcr.Jlastcr Cmernl, Iutclligenca Bmnch. 

P:irt V. Fnro6 nnd Xnndahor, by Colaael E. R. Ella. Assistant 
Qunrtrrd[sstcr Gmcrd, Intcll i~ence Branch. 

Tho 011,jcct of this work is to present in a concise nnd mdnble Corm in. 

Iarmnlion :d>out lllc .r:\.cral prorinccr of Afghanirtnn of interest Cramn mili tnq 

point or view. T l ~ i r  inlorm~tion lhna heen compiled Irom reports, gazetteers, 
~ ~ l u t c  Itooks, and Htr rccords of lhc Intellipesce party willl Ihe AC~hno 

Uouudntg Commission. 

TIIC work was comrnrnrrd in 1891 nnrl linid~cd inlS93, beforc tlbe Kahul 

Blission took plnre. I t  is importnnt Lo rcrnombrr this us events are constantly 
I ~ n p ~ e n i n g ,  nnd Ireslt knoalc~lga is bcin: ncqaircd, crllieh tend to modify 

rt:ttcmcnt. an4 opinions con1:linrd in Lhis work. For instance, on page 2 

or Part I, !,injor Barrow in writin: of the mad Irom tba Bnrogltil pas8 to 

1 I a ~ t ~ t j  nid Lhe Yarkliun valley, dcseribm i t  nn " an impasmhle route in 
summrr nnd rcry ditlic:ult in  rioter." l>.'rom reports lately recaired Imm 

Cnptlin 1.'. E. Yoon:hosb.~nrl, C.I.Br, nnrl Lieatenant G. K. Cockerill, r h o  
~ m m i n n l  Illis ronlc in Ootaber nnd Xovembcr 1303, rrspectirely, i t  appenr8 

tlmt tho rontc in lt~cstian is cnsy lor eight rnontlls in tho J a r ,  nnmely, from 

Sel~tembcr to >Ixy, 2nd thnt s.lbcn it is eloscd, tltero ia an alternative mule 
oiB the 1Canhllus p-tsr \,l~ich is open (luring the summer. 

I t  sl~otlld also hc rcmcmbercd thnt nnp opinions girca or drductionsmade. 

nre o:dy the pcr; ,rial ric,rs oE the writers and bore no official authority. 

G. II. JIOI1EJIOLYNEUX, Lietrf.-Calawel, 
Aosialnnl Q,tarrcr-illnoler Genernl, 

It~lefligence Bmr#ch. 





PART I .  

BADAKHSHAN. 
v 

C H A P T E R  I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  first grcat geographical and polit ical division o l  Alghanistan rnhiLh it 
i s  convenient to describe 8s lhc province 01 Eadakhrhan, rvlnich occupter the 
extreme north-eastern porrion 01 the Alghan domirnionr beyond the Hindu 
Kush. I t  murbbe  clearly understood that cl,~r polit lcrl div~sion embraces a 
good deal more than the ancient kingdom of Badakhshan. Just as in India there 
ure two Bengals-the Presidency and the Province. so here thereare two Badakh. 
rhans-the polit ical Badakhrhan, n'hich comp;ires the Usbak province ol 
I<araphan or Kunduz, as  ell as the outlytng Ta j i k  Stater known as Wakhan 
Shighnan, etc., and the geograpllical or historical Badakhshan, which lies betwee; 
ICataghan and the Upper Oxur. For the lnlormation embodied i n  this part ol 
the work, I have relled ch~ef ly  on my own travels and reports and an thore 01 
Mr. Ney Elias; while lor  the deductions and conclusions d n w n  lhprplrnm 

~ -- - . 
1 aloneam entirely responsible, so that the views expressed are merely personal 
ones, and should not be eiven the weieht o l  official authoritv. 

Th i s  region. though unlikely to become the theatre01 war,and thoueh some- 
what e,tI'airrs regard; Alghanistangenerally, is one which, lrom i ts  situaiian con- 
tiguous to  the Br i t ish Irontier line 01 the Hindu Kurh,  is destined to exercise a 
coustdcrablc lnRuencr on our rntlltary pol.cy The Importance 01 r h ~ s  reg:on 
her ~n rhe lsct  tltar eron nos 11 1% a field lor  Rurrtan ~ntr i -uc -Intrlguc whtch may 
soon be l o l l o ~ c d  oy lorc.ule anncuar~on.-a step nh'cn sv; a;e probably pomerlecr 
t o  pretcnt  honervr  m ~ c h  n e  may rrgrcr ,I. T l ~ c p o r i r ~ o n t h u r g r ~ n c d  tv~.l rhcn oRer 
to  tl,e R 1sr.anr a secureand unrssa~lsolc bare l rom r h t e l ~  to sow ~ n r r i ~ ~ e r  amon. 
;he tribes d t ~ r l l & e  on the southern ride of Ihe Hindu Kurh.  and a l r t=-o i r r ib l ;  ~ ~ 

means of annoyinp us by the employment o l  small columbr launched' on our 
r i gh t  or northern flank s i t h  a view to dtrturbino or influencing our combinations 
i n  the main iheatre 01 war. How such attack: may be met Is  lully discussed in 
m y  secre! " Final  Report or, /he rlrolegical nrfiect o / f R r  Enrlcrn Hindu h'usk 
Regiomr." to which attentionis invited. Furrher allusion to that subject is there- 
fore unnecessary here, and I shall confine mysell to the rtrategical aspect a1 the 
country nor th of the great natural rampart called by us the Hindu Kush. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

T h e  wholeextent 01 country is lor the mast part a warteol sterile, rocky, snow- 
capped mauntzins,divided i n  the east by  the shallow, Rnt, alluvial depressions 
known as pnwirs and in the west by  deep and narrow valleys, olten remarkable 
for l h e ~ r g r e ~ n  and luxuriant aspect ; while in  the extreme north-n,ertern corner 
the mountains give place to the level l ~ n s  and plains which stretch to the Lower 
Oxur. The  main Icature in this mountainous land is the mighty Oxur with its 
numerous amuenrr. K i r t no  as i t  does high up i n  the Parnirs, and dralnlng one of 
the largest and lo l t ier t  s n a ~ f i c l d r  in  the world, this river is remarkable lor  the 
lorce s i t h  ~vb i ch  i t  lhas cut its way thmugh the deepest gorges, and l o r  ,the vast 
masses o la l luv ia l  soil which i t  has carried to  rhe ~ l a i n r  01 Central Asla. The 

mountain ranger lor  the most part vary l rom ten to  t r m t y  thousand leet, and 
their general direction is l romeast  t o ~ e r t ,  though rhcre is one great spur which.  
rpringlng l rom I.trich M i r  (25,426feet) in  rhe Htndu Kuslr runs north, lorclng the 
Oxus to make its great northward bend, while at  the semc time i t  forms the 
natural cartern boundary 01 B~dakhshan.  Tlaere is also the great watershed 

running no r th  and south which separates the drdinage 01 the Oxur region from 



thal ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ i ~ .  The only other point Lo notice is that a l l  the d r a i n a ~ e  01 
wakhan shlghniln Roshan, and the Pamirs collects in the Oxus just below 

'while tha; 01 Badakl~shan is carried to the Orus by the Kokcha. 
Ncilhp;the Olur nor the Kokcha are navigable within the l imi ts of the region 
described. Finally we hare that stupendous mountain range known to u ras  the 
~ i ~ d , ,  K"&, ,v~lic( with the Himalayas, is the backbone 01 Asia. and d ~ r t i n c t l ~  
demarcating the natural l imits 01 the Indian Empire lorms as i t  were its great 
natural northern rnmparl. 'I his range. therelore, merits e I r w  words o l  separate 
description. 

T H E  HINDU KUSH. 

h hi^ term is only applicable to the mountain range north 01 Kabul, but 
it is a con,.enient geographical expression lor  the whole 01 the great watershed 
dividing (he drainage 01 the lndus lrom that 01 the OXUS. I t  is  a true sierra, 
being a~moot everywhere jagged, rocky, precipitous and arid, destitute 01 trees, 
and ,~ i th  but l i ~ t l e  grass or herbage 01 any sort. The  al t~tude o l t h e  range is, as 
a rule between ts,ooo'and 18,m'. \\.hilt there are numerous peaks rising l rom 
20,00b to 25,000'. Above t ~ , o o o s n o w  is eternal, and a more inhospitablr,dero- 
late i t  is impossible to imagine. Between Kanjut  and Kalristan thereare 
over a dozen parser, but certainly not more than lour are practicable lor  the 
r r a g e  01 troops and that only for about lour months. These passes are the 

,Ilk, the Khorabort or Karumbar, the Baroghil,and the Dorah. The  first three 
comen,ithin the sphere 01 influence 01 a Russian column advancing across the 
Pamirr Imm Fer hana, while the Dorah would be the objective 01 a movement 
through ~adakhsfan. 

The Kdi tporr  is a t  the head 01 the Hunza valley or Kanjut, lrom which 
i t  leads into the Taghdumbash Pamir. I n  summer and autumn i t  is  an easy 
route lor laden animals, but the pass being a t  an altitude 01 I~.wo', there is deep 
snow 1111 late in  June. Apart l rom the [act that our influence is now supreme 
in Hunza, the pass never was, or could be, a really good line 01 approach, as by  
the 1st 01 May, or even earlier, the road to Hunza, owing to  the swollen state 
01 the rivers, becomes quite impracticable lor  beasts 01 burdrn or even led horses. 
No  one who has not traversed Hunza lrom end to end can have any idea 01 the 
physical difficulties 01 this route an the southern r ide 01 the pars. Hunza was 
~n lact a cul de mc into which a Russian lorce m i  ht  have enctrated but 
where, at all events, its progress could have been easfy arrestel. NOW-=!days 
attack by this line is out 01 the question. 

The Khoraborl or Karumbor pars.-This pass leads lrom the le l t  bank 
01 the Panja, betaeen Borai  Gumbaz and Langar over the Hindu Kush, east 01 
the Karumbar lake to the Ashkuman valley. I n  summer and up till September 
the road is totally impasrable owing to the water i n  the bed 01 the Karumbar river 
down which i t  goes. I n  autumn or winter the bad places are avoided by con. 
stantly lording the river and the route is then practicable lor laden animals. 
The tofnl itsell is steeper and mare severe than the Uarkot, so i t  cannot be 
described as a good or even an easy route lor  troops. moreover there is a 
glacier on the southern side which is constantly shilting:and sometimes closes 
the pass lor  years together. On the whole i t  seems very unlikely that an 
;~ttack svould be made by this route. 

The Barofhil, leading lrom Sarhad, is an extraordinary depression in the 
great range, i ts altitude being only about 12,700'. The rise is e ~ t r e m e l y g e n t l ~  
and there is practically no kofal. I t  is asor1 01 grassy trough about hal l  a 
wide, and were i t  not lor the dimculties on the southern r idea  railway mi&t be 
taken across the Hindu Kush by this pars. Alter crossing the range the 
Yarkhun r iver  is reached, and lrom this point there are t ~ v o  roads-one by the 
Darkot to Yasin, the other down the Yarkhun valley to Martuj. ~h~ latter is 
practically speakin . an impassable route in  summer and very dificull in ,vintei 
None but a small k r c e  unaccompanied by animals could uEe it. r h e  ~~~k~~ 
pass is about t5.mo' hlph, and lor laden animals is a most difficult route, as it 
lierover a snow covered glacier: a small column might attempt to use it, but 
a lorce could be easily opposed from the Yasin side. Altogether I do not 
the Baroghil at all a probable objective. 



The Dornh is the great kajln route connecting Badakhrhan with Chitral and 
l rom July t o  October i t  is con.tantlyured by traders with laden mules and 
T h e  alutude 01 the bob1 is about 14,8w' and, conridering this great elevation 
the p r r s  is a singularly err" one. From Zebak to Chitral i t  is Pq miles or 
marcher. There can be no'doubt 01 the possibility of this being nlnde a line 
01 operations, but  at  the same time on the southcrn side 01 the pars thrre are 

several acltnirable positions i n  which a small force could resist an army. o n  
the whole I am inclined to  think that a diversion might  be attempted by  tlnir 
l ine (urdc Secret Report). 

T h e  province 01 Bad.~kh~h: tn i s  bounded on t h r  west by  the Alghan 
a1 'Turkistan (orde Clla ter Ill, page 16, and also Chapter I a1 Part 11) o t ~  the 
south by the Hindu l t u r h ,  and on the north m d  cast by the ~ u s r : ~ n  and 
Chinese empires, though the exact boundaries llavenever yet been authoritatively 
defined. 

'1l.e qucslion 01 thcse internationnl boundaries is one of v i ta l  imporlanee 
10 11s. 011 its seltlelnent drpends not only the integrity 01 the domi,,i. 
ons, but ;llsa ~ h c l h r r  or not England and Rusri;, shall be directly co,,tiguous in 
Asia;  and as this is the problem which. above all others, gives a direct and 
immrdiatc i n~c rcs t  i n  studying the military geography a1 Turkirtan I need 
make no apology lor rl irruqsing the subject lu l ly  and [reely. The de&io boun- 
dary of the Russian dunninionr is practically the southern watershed 01 the 
Ala i  \:tllr,)., and the actual routhernand eastern bounclarirn 01 Darwr,  a Bokha- 
ran province, coterminous n i t h  Badakhrhanon the rnuth and Rorhan on t"r 
east: but  lor  many ye:m part the green line 01 the Russian lranlier has been 
drawn on rnlapr along the southern watershed 01 the K h a r p r h  Pamir, or, morc 
correctly speakinq. the Great Knra K u l  basin. I t  is only quite recently since 
1891, th;ct ~ u s s i n ' h a s  taken active menscre to enlorce her pretensions t; terri. 
lor i rs  south 01 this long recognired line o f  dennarcation. On  the other hand, 
Alghanistan has since ,883 been in dr/ar!o possession 01 Shinhnan and Roshan, 
as wr l l  as 01 \Vakhan, while l rom time immemorial thrr: states hare been 
to  a crr ta in ex:ent dependent and tributary t o  Bad.hkhrhan. The  occupatiott 
01 the d ~ r t r i c t  on the r isht  bank 01 the Oxur war, however, i n  defiance 01 the 
Granvtllr.GortschakaA agreement a1 1873, which defined theOxus, i .r . ,  the Vic- 
toria branch 01 the I'snja, ar the northern boundary 01 the Alghan posrerrionr. 
Ontltis~~nlortunateagreement Rursaa has taken her r tandand has met a l l  pro. 
pornls lor a Uoundary Conirnisrion by  insisting an that agreement lorming the 
basis o l  ne~o t i a t i on r .  As, therelare, everything depends on how far that agree. 
ment i.; now t o  be observed, I give i n  lu l l  an extract l rom the Introduction 
l a  the " G.nzeuerr 01 tlbe Alghan provinces a1 the Upper Oxus",which bears 
directly on the question 01 tha l  agreem~nt.  

" B y  the agreement 01 1873, the Oxuc was accepted as the Rurro-Alghan 
l rom its supposed main source i n  the Vlcroria Ihke to the nei~hbour.  

hood 01 I<he-ajah Saleln. I 1  this boundary is sti l l  considered to  hold good, i t  
me;lns lhat  TVC surrender n large portion 01 Alghxn territory, to wlmich, under no 
prct,.rt hare the Bokharans or Russians any right, except that conlerrcd by ;tn 
arranpcmcjlt which was made ni thout  adequate knowledge oi the geograpl~tcal, 

or historical conditions ruling i n  the region in question. 
" To bcsin .ith the aspect 01 the question, i t  is more than 

doubtlul ,vl,;rl,er the  i l i ~ t o r i a  branch 01 the Oxur is the main r iver ;  i n  I rc t .  
I rl,ould say in no respect can tbat honour bc claimed l o r  it. I 1  length is 

lo be the true criterion eitl ler the Si l rh ld branch (Abi-IVakhan) or 
(he hltlrgl,;,b (,\k Su) must be gi;m the prelcrenre. 11 volume, i t  is the Sac- 
had  brancl,. on tills sub j r c~  I nvould invite sttention to the articles Ab-i-\\'ak- 
ha,, M ~ ~ ~ I , ~ ~ ,  .,,,I Oxar.. i n  which I hare entered very lully in lo the re- 
Illi;c rlaibs o[;~,e dimerent branches. Ivly own view is that the A k  Su ur 
blurgl,,,b has the s,rongest claims to  be considered the main river. and my 
grounrls lor this conclusion are given i n  the article 'Oxus.' . ,,,,,, ,, 19, ~ 0 , 8 , , 8 ~ .  ~ . B ~ . ~ ~ v . o ~  ~hc'~Ga~ctmroluh= AChanPr"rinccsul'hc 
upper OX".". 



,,The 
paint ia that in a region 01 high and sterile moant;tinr, the only 

spots are to bc found on the banks a l  the r ivers which Intersect it 
In consequence of this, the valley is alway. the main thoroughfare, and both 
banks ol thu3 naturally became inhabited by the same people far a cer- 
tain portion ol itr course, and therelore necessarily come under one rule. I n  a 
mounlainaur country such a thing as a ri\,er boundary is almost unknonn. T h e  
,,taterrhcds are passable only i n n  lew directionsare, on the contrary, ala,ays 

as baundnr!er. Any arrangement. therelore, by which a river is i n  
a country laid down a s  a boundary between t\vo states is faulty. The  

people on both banks are connected by language, by  blood, by  customs, by 
tradition and by rights in  the land, and a river is, i n  soch a case, 
as artifi2al n boundary as a wire fence or a degree of latitude. On the other 
hand, in  a plain country a broad river i s a  very n.tlural and proper frontier, and 
from Khuldask, where the Oxus leaves the mountains, w e  may very reasonably 
accept the river as the boundary. 

" In the partirularcnre in point. we have divided Dnmaz so that the portion 
on the southern b.mk belongs to Alghanistan; the portion on the northern bank 
to Bokhara. This is utterly opposed to  fact. The  wholc valley o l  the 
Oxus from the Tangshab dor\.n\vards as lar as K l~u ldask  on both banks, be- 
longs and has apparently always belonged, to  Darwaz, which, h its turn, has 
alwa):s, i t  is  believed, been more or less tributary to  Bakhara.' 

" Again. Rorhan and Shighnan, not to  mention \\lakhan, Gave also been 
thus arbitrarily divided into two portions by the agreement o l  1873; while, as 
a matter ol  lact, never has one bank o l  the rwer been lheld by one ruler, and the 
other by another. There stalps hare always been tributary to Badakhshan or 
allied in ronlr larm or another to that provlnee, though a t  timer they have paid 
tribute to Cllina; while Badakhshan has Irequently eonbe.under thc domination 
01 some p o w r  to the \s,est\vard, ly ing routlb of the Orur, either the larmer 
hlirs o l  Icunduz, or Alghanirtan itsell. On this subject I may refer to the 
articles ' Badakhrhan.' ' Korhan,' and ' Shighnan!t 

" As lar as I can learn, neither Shighnannor Roshan have everbeen tributa. 
ry to Bokhara. Quite apart, therelorc, lrom the actual subjugation 01 Shighnan 
and Rorhan bv the Alghan authorities, the fact o l  their dependence upon Ba. 
dakhshan \\.odd seem to give Alghanirtan the rame.rightr over there provinces 
that we acquired over Kashmir:lrom the annexation o l  the Punjab, or over the 
Shan States by the conquer1 of  Burma. Thus i t  will be seen that neither pea. 
graphically, ethnologically, nor historically has Rokhara any claims over Roshan 
and Shiehnan. 

"The next point is  that the agreement o l  1873 p r a c ~ i c a l l ~  left unsolved the 
,lef,nitiolt o l  the boundary east 01 the Victoria lake. The  result is that i f  
that treaty isaccepted as a basis, a block o l  no-man's land is le l t  interreAing be- 
tNren \\'=khan and the Chinese Irontier. Such a gap is in nnany ways 
dangerous, as i t  permits Russia to put larsvard claims to draw the boundary co- 
termlnous with the Hindu Kush, and thus obtain ready access to  the K i l i k  
pass and the route through Kanjut. As long as we have wild inhospitable 
and unde\.eloped regions like the Upper Oxur Stater and the ~aml;s intervcnini  
bettvcen the Russian Irontier and the Hindu K w h  we lhase no danger l o  lear 
in  t1);lt direction. On the other hand, should k e  abandon the risrhtr o l  our 
alllec to those regions, no difficulty uould present i tsel l  ~n making a i o o d  road 
up the easy valley 01 the Panja rosvardr either the Bilroghil or the Ki l ik .  Our 
ob)ecr. therefore, should be, not to recognise in  any way the legality of the 
1 8 7 ~  arrangement. \Ve have abandoned that arrangement in  so lar  as the 
lronticr IS concerned between the Oxus and Persia ; and having done so i t  seems 
clear \vr. have a right to ray that the agreement no longer holds good as 

regards the upper waters o l  the Oxus. I t  war on ethnological grounds that 
we gave up ~nuch  o l  the ground in  the direction o l  Sarakhs and Panjdeh and 
equally on ethnological grounds we have a right to say that the agreement of  

1873 1s laulty and untenable, as regards the Upper Oxus slates. I n  our 
maps, at all events, r e  should adopt the watershed between the Yaz Gulam and 

Vldr~I.1.'. D.ru.l".nd pa= *"l Gr ,el, err. 

U L  PACU I. 84.16,9i.pb.p7, go? 110. 113 md n # ~ . o l  Gaa~ter.. 
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Bartang valleys aa the true boundary carrying on the line t i l l  i t  meets the 
Chinese Irontier. I 1  we do no t  do tit is de m d  upon i t  Russia will a t  the 
earliest opportunity fill up the vacuum t h i s  l e t  by our punctilious regard lor an 
agreement made i n  the d.~rk,  and which Russia \\.ill repudiate whrncvcr i t  suit9 
her." 

A s  regards the eastern boundary. that i5 the Alghan.Chinere Irontier 
i t  can only be ra id that whatever hirtortcal righl;the Chinese may have had eve; 
t l ~ e  Pamirs and their Ki rghiz inhabitants, as a matter a1 lack they have seldom 
exercised them west 01 the Taghdumbasll Pamir the A k  Su and the Rang K u l  
Pamir, though at  t imer doubtless they have establirhed ports as larwest as the 
Aliehur Pamir and the L i t t le  Pamir watershed. On the other hand the Afghan 
boundary, l l lough nominally this ill.defined Chinese frontier, pr;ctically has 
terminated wi th the cultivable area 01 ll'akhan and Shighnan and eonrequently 
the great disputable gap farmed by the Pamirs has yet lob; demarca~ed with 
a view to conclusively defining the l imi ts  01 each 01 the three canlending 
parties. 

ADMINISTRATIVE D t v t s ~ o n s .  
I t  i s  impossible l o  say a,ith any degree 01 crr la in ly  how lar  the civil ad- 

nlinistration 01 Badakhshun has been regulated and the exact d i r t r ibu~ion 01 the 
districts in to administrative areas. I t  would seem, Ihowerer, that under 

tile authority 01 the Governor o l  Badakhrhan there are r,arious rubordi- 
nate dir,irionr usually controlled by Alghan offici 11s called Naibs. 

U p  t i l l  1888 the distribution w;,s somewhat as lo l lo~vr : -  
nb/ng/mn or K~ndur  .\V~tl, the erceplion el Khanrhd xvu  under I h r  

Uegel' lalikan (vide Chaptcr I l l ) .  
I , ,d"rob Xhi,,,an : : :)Under s I lok im reporting to Khambad. 

Dash, . . . 
GhWi . . 

k h  . . . I  
Which apparently include. Chah-i-ab, Daung 

end P a s k u  nr wall as Rurbk. Possmbly 
Chah-i.ab is now separate. 

Nothing definite ia known regarding the ad. 

S/li"0 . . . mini,tralion ol there districts. Ragh. it is 
belirvtd, has retained a certain amount 01 
indeprndrnce and is under ia awn local 
Khan. 

Zcbah . . . ,here three dirlricls arc or were under the 
, ~ ~ a s / ~ a n  . . :] Noid ol ltbak, 
Cham# . . . . 

In ~ h i c h  would be included the remainder 01 

fiisnbad . .{ ~~da l th rhnn  ; romc or the districts. such u 
Daraim. Sarghulam, ctc.. probably have 
,vo;br their o r n .  

Slrkhnon Rodan , : : :) ullder a / /nkin, residing at Bar Panja. 

IVokhon . . . . *lro mdcr m Algha~l /lo)ia. 

TOWNS. 

What  we consi<ler towns hardly exiot i n  the area 01 !he Radakh-han govern- 
ment. ~ l l o r t  01 the places shown on our maps i n la rg r  crpltal letters are,generally 

lotvns are:- 
~,,,~,,b~d,-A place with about 4,000 inhabitallts (vide Chapter 

111); 
,qtjbnnb0d.-~he capital of the province (wid8 Chapter 111). 
~ ~ ~ , ~ f  ~,,,~~;--Chiefl~ remarkable l o r i l r  sanctity (vidr Chapter 111). 
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~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ . - ~ ~ ~ b ~ b l ~  the largest and most important commercial centre in the 
province. 

~n,,.;.ab.-A walled town. Kunduz, it may be observed, in now in 

and almost deserted (wde Chapter 111). 

~ h ~ i ~ h ~ b i t ~ ~ t r  of Badnkhrhan are almost entirely U s b a k  and Ta' ikr  with 
a Sprinkling A!ghans in the towns and a lew nomad IC~rghtz trtber wko roam 
the Pamirr. The Urbaks are lound almost entirely in I iataghan and the  plain 
country of Badakhrhan, while the Tajiks or Ghalchas are chiefly in the hill dis- 
trirtsol Badakhshan and in the Upper Oxus provinces. These  Tajik races pro- 
bably represent the descendants ol the original Aryan inhabitants o l  the Orur ... 11.. The,. hn\,e a dirtinctlv Arvan t18Pe o l  lace. Their  leaturrsare p o d ,  their . - . . . , . 
c o m p l e x i b ~ ~ l ; ; ~  -but ,,.eathdr.bejten,.and their physique respectable;  they are 
polite, ~hos~itable, honest, truthful, with a completeabsence o l  lannticirm, but 
tltey are devoid or energy or enterprise and can scarcely be called warlike 
though not wnn t in~  in hardihood or courage. They belong a s  a rule to the  
Shiah sect 01 the Muhammadan persuasion, but many, especially those in 
Zebak, Sbighnan and Wakhsn have adopted Maulai or Rafiri tenets and are in 
touch with their co - r~ l i~ ian i r t s  in Bombay. T h e  Tajiks do  not all speak the 
Ghalchr di:lleetr. In Ilarwaz. Badakhrhan proper and GharanaPer s i an  dnnlect 
a the mother tongue tvh~le in Munjan, lshkasham, Shighnan, and M'akhan various 
Ghalcha dialects are spoken though Persian also is very generally understood. 

The Turks or Usbakr ";ay be distinguished by the square and  high cheek 
bone which mark the inlusion ol  Mongol blood, while I he Kirghir is ol  a distinct 
blongolian type andapparently of a very low order. T h e  hard lile ol  the Pamirs 
r .ems to hare told on their ~hvriouc:and most ol them are stunted and  shrivetled 
in apprarance. T h e  ~ u r i r  i r e  ge&rally more industrious and enterprising than 
the Tajiks. Tajikr and Urhakr are alike in one respect, absolute detestation ol  
Alghan rule, and when an invader does arrive not a man will raise a finger t o  
resist him. (For lurther details, vide pager 19 to a1 "Gazetteer  ol  the Alghan 
Pro\,inccs ol the Upper Oxus"). 

CLlhtnTe. 

As thc rreion presents every variety of altitude lrom that of eternal snow to  
thr Irtcl ol the OILS pldins about a thol~rand lcrl  above thr  rea crrry vnrwty 
ol cllmatr may naturally be e x ~ e c t c d .  T h e  s tn t c r s  tn t he  ~arni;s, and in lact 
everywhere a b v e  8 o w  lert ;ay be characterized as intensely coid and  may be  
said to last lrom ~ o v e m b e r i o  April. On the other hand in. t he  plains between 
Rustak and the Oxus. the wintl-r is comparatively mild. T h e  summers are 
e r t r em~ly  muggy and close below Fairabad. while in t h e  highland valleys the  
climate is 01 course delightlul. The  eastern hall ol  t he  region, that  is to ray 
the Pamirs, \\lakhan, etc. is exposed to bitterly violent winds, t he  consequence oi 
which is a #marked absence ol  trees. On the Pamirr the atmosphere is remark. 
able lor ils rarity, but alter a day or so the lungs pet  accustomed to this, and there 
8s 2 bracnng purbly in the air wh~ch  compensates for many diseomlorts. T h e  lens 
of K a ~ a ~ l ~ a n  and the therain districts ol  Badakhshan are notoriously unhealthy. 

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT. 

The generally mountainous character o l  t he  countr and the  scarcity of 
population in the Icvrl cultivable tracts renders the Badaehshan province a very 
unreli.~ble one lor lurnirhing supplies ib quantities a t  all proportionate to the  
requirements ol  even small columns. T h e  great tracts 01 Pamir land produce 
nothing but lorage, the highland districts produce scarce1 sufficient grain lor 
thcjr own hmiced,conrumption, while the towns 01 ~ a t a ~ l a n  have to import 
gram lrom Kolab ~n Bokharan terrilory. T h e  only supplies which can be counted 
on are forage, luel, and meat for large numbers ol  sheep and cattle are pastured 
all over the country. As regards transpar, throughout Kataghan Badakhshan 
and Wakhan, conriderableattention is paid to  breeding horse flesh' and Ihc pony 
01 theso countries in lamour lrom Lahore to Centml Asia. He is 'an admirable 



animal. Mulesand donkeys arealso fairly numerous. Carts are unknown a. 
alsoare boats ; and the whole trafficof the country is conducted by pack anim;ls, 
o l  which probrbly large numbers are usually obtainable. 

The  dirtribulion of troops in  Badakhshan is of course a variable quantity 
and all that ran be said is that under normal conditions the Badakhphan bn: 
gade is distributed between Khanabad Faizabad Rustak and Shighnan. This 
Badakhrhan brigade is part of the ~ i r k i r t a n  arAy and ih fairly well organized 
and armed. I t  consisls chiefly of Afgllanr and Urbaks. The following table 
shor ing the distribution must be taken as approximate only :- 

Total amavnls . 

The only roads of  military importance irmthe Badakhshan Province are- 

(I) The  road leadtng from Tashkurghan through Khanabad and Fair. 
abad to the Darah pass (wide Chapter I l l ) .  

(1) That leadin lrom Kolab by the Samli ferry and Rurtak to F a i l  
abad (.ife Chapter I l l ) .  or to Khanabad. 

(3) The road leading lrom Ferghana to Kala Panja by the Aliehur and 
Great Pamirs (vide Chapter 11). 

(4) The road lrom Shighnan to Zebak by the Ishkas'lam Kotal. 
( 5 )  Zebak to Sarhad. 

Nos. (1) and (2) might either or bath'be used in  the case of a Rurrian 
advance fur the purpose of occupying Badakhshan or threatening Chitral. The 
dirtances w r t h  noting by these routes are- 

bl81m. 
Tarhkurghan to Khanabad . . . . . 89 
Khanabad lo Fairahad . . . . . . t ; j  

Samli Ferry to Fairabad . . . . . 60 
Failahad to Dorah Kolal . . . . . 180 

auld be w e d  by a Rurrian column intended to occupy Wakhan (3' or without ulterior objects. The distance lrom Orh l o  K ~ l a  
panja is 4 m  miles. 

(4) wou ld  only be useful i f  a Russian farce in  Shighnan were intended 
to ~0-operate with the Badakhrhan column in  threalening the 
~ ~ ~ ~ h .  The distance from Bar Panja to Zrbak is 85 miles. 

(j)  This road, ip the event of a Russian accupalton, nould be of ,reat 
jmporlrnce, as 11 svould represent the Rusrian fronr and .vou?d be 
..,en ial lor lateral eommunirationr. The dis~anrc may be noted -" 
as 133 miles. 

(4) and (5) 
easily be made good cart-roads, and even in their pre- 

sent stale are quite Fary for pack animals. The subject of  roads 
is more fully dealt w t h  ~n Chapters I1 and Ill. 
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STRATEGICAL FEATURES. 
The Badakhshan province, in spite a1 i ts extent and the fact that i t  lies 

nearer dominions than cither Herat or Turklslan, can only play a 
part in a war between Russia and Eng!and. The  great mountain 

barrier ,\.hiCh lormr its southern boundary and the difficult nature the routes 
it eflectuall the movements 01 large armies. Under the head- 

in ~ i ~ d ~ . k ~ ~ h  I haye shorn that the Dorah pars is the only one that 
OArs a really route lor troops, and that even that can be easily closed 
by acomparal,vely dctachment On the other hand, the Badakhrhan Pro- 
v,nce doer not ~ f l ~ r  a suitable theatre lor  the employment 01 British troops. 
because lorabout i g h t  months any lorce there posted ~vould be entirely cut off 
from all and because tvithaut l i o lab  to draw on great difficulties would 

be in  keeping them rupl l icd.  The Russians, on the other hand, will 
certainly occopy the province lor  hven il they cannot aflect a serious diversion 
across the Hindu Icush, they :\,ill a t  least acquire considerable local prestige, 
,\.ill keepus on the alert, and may possibly create a dangerous slate al  lerment 
alnong the Pathan tribes flanking the Khaibar route. Therccan beno doubt that 
\\.hen the timp arrives the Russians sill launch two columns into the country. 
One, probably not exceeding 2:ooo i n  rtrcngth, wi l l  march l rom Ferghana and 
occupy Slti..hnan and \\'.khan, the other, which may amount to  S . o w  men, will 
either enter~adakhshan lrom Kolab or be detached [ram the main army and 
march lrom the west an Kllanabad. 

As regards the Ferghana column, the peace garrison of that district is  
about 8,000 men, and, conrcquently, there would be no difficulty i n  detaching 
the requisnte lorce. \\'e knew that when war seemed imminent in  1878 the 
Rurrirns .,ere prepared to use tllis route, and lrom the experience o l  1891-92 
we are confirmed in  the view that the Russians would not hesitate to use this 
line in  spite ol  all its difficulties. The routeacross the Pamirs is not easy 
(side Chaptcr I I ) ,  nerrrtheless i t  can be traversed, and i n  any year by the middle 
01 July, Russian troops can reach \\lakhan. Here they can remain t i l l  October 
prorbdrd they n~ tke arrangement9 lor supplies lrom Shighnan, Badakhshan or 
liashgharin, but as soonar the passer oscr the Hindu Kush are closed by  snow 
they would probably lall back to the warmer clime01 Roshan, where they could 
minter in  comparative c o ~ ~ ~ l a r t .  As regards opposition t o  this column we may 
take i t  lor granted that the scanty local population will  no^ resist it, while the 
A l ~ h a n  lorcc at Bar Panja is lar too weak to court annihilation by doing so. 
The bcn courselor that g;~rrison\vould be to retire by the Dorah pass and aid 
us in closing that route. n l i i l e ; ~ ~  the same time our agents should buy up al l  local 
supplies and transport which they should either remove or destroy so as to  in-  
crease the dificuhies 01 the invader. 

As regards the Badaklashan line 01 advance the conditions here are some- 
\\h:ll similar, though the difficulties bath in  the Aauer 01 roads and s ~ ~ > ~ l i e s a r e  
considerably less. The Russians could cenainly occupy Khanabad and Fatlabad 
\r.irhout 111uch trouble, and I should imagine would have n o  real difficulty i n  
conccnlrrling 5,030 men at the latter place with a view to threatening the 
Dorah pass. Troops destined lor  th i r  duty might either come l rom Kulab vtd 
the ferry and Rustak or might consist 01 a detachment l rom the main 
column marching lrom Turkistan on I<:kbul. The Afghan garrisons 01 Khans. 
bad 2nd Faizabad could not hope to resist them and should la l l  back the rormer 
on I h b u l  *id Ghori. the latter on Cllitral by the Dorah a t  the'samc time 
dcnudinp the country as lar as possible 01 transport and rudp~ies. 

Only one n'ord Enore need be raid regarding thir  region. I t  is that the block 
01 mountainous country known as Kalristan is quite impracticable lor 
o~era t inn~ ,  and may therelare be disregarded. 

ReJermccr. 
( 1 )  "Gazetteer 01 the Eastern Hindu K u r h  " by captain E. G. B ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ,  

especially with relerence to the  ~ i ~ d ;  Kurh parses. 
(2) " Gazelteer 01 the Alghan Provinces ol  the upper o ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~  by ~~j~~ 

E. G. Barrow, erpeclally the introduction. 
(3) " Final report 01 the str~tegical  aspect OL the E~~~~~ ~i,,d,, ~,,~h; 

by Major E. G. Barrow. 
(4) "Lectureon the Rurso-Alghan Irontier," by ~~j~~ E. G. B~~,,,,,.. 



C H A P T E R  II. 
T H E  U P P E R  O X U S  P R O V I N C E S  A N D  T H E  PAMIRS.  

f n  this chapter f propose to  describe the Pamirs and the upper orus 
province* o f  Afghanistan, that is t osa  the districts bordering the Oxur 
Badakhshan and D a r w ,  namely. ~ a e h a n ,  Ishkarham, Gharan, shighnan and 
Rashan. T h e  Importance a l  t h i r  region lies in the fact that i t  is very op;n to 
at tack f rom the direction o f  Fergllana, and that in  Russian occupation i t  would 
aRord an excellent base from which to sow intriguer among the tribes on our $ide 
01 the H indu  Kush. Conversely as long as these districts,or even a portion 01 
them, remain i n  A!ghan hands, & have as i t  were a glacis to the rampart which 
the H indu  Kush l t r e l l  aKords us. T h e  Oxur and Its tributaries i s  the main 
leature i n  this region. T h a t  great river is formed by  the junction closeto Kala 
Warnar i n  Roshan o l  i ts  two main branches the Murghab and the Panja The 
former riser lar  to the east i n  the L i t t l e  and alter flowing north a r i he  A k  
S u  maker a great bend nest, and lea\ ing th; Pamirs f l w s  throu h the narrow 
mouncaln valley o f  Bartang to i ts  junction with the Panja. The  Tatter has two 
main sources. the one rising in the Great Pamir, the other i n  the Hindu Kurh  at 
the head o l  the Pamir-i-\\lakhan, both unite just above Kala Panja, the c ip i -  
tal o l  \Vakhan. Thus i t  wil l be seen that \!!=khan comprises the shale drainage 
o f  the Panja unt i l  that ri\.er enters Ishkarham. Besides the Murghab and the 
Panja there are two other great tributaries l ram the east namely the Ghund and 
the Shakhdara. which r a t e r  the two pr~ncipal val leysol  Shiginan. A l l  there 
rivers may be ra id to rise i n  the great table-land of the Pamirs, alter leaving 
which thev cut  their a a v  thraueh deeo and narrow vallevs hemmed in bv 
l o l t y  and .rocky mountain nng&.   here val leys are ior the most pa;t 
too narrow or too stony l o r  cultivation but  i n  laces they open out 
and present luxuriant meadows or well cht ivated =&vial ,Rats. The  rivers 
are al l  unnavigable, and the only means of communicat~on are the very 
indimerent roads which line their bunks.' Bridges are lew and lar  between, 
and are lor  the most part extremely ricketty. M o r t  o l  the rivers are, how- 
ever, lordable except when i n  flood. Vil lager are inlrequent and exce t below 
Bar P a n p  are g e n e r ~ l l y  a day's march apart. T h e  whole seitled popuration 01 
these provinces l i r e  in  there riverain villager, end being, as a rule,al a peaceable 
disposition larto are lew. Kala Panja, Bar Panja, and Kala IVamar are the only 
places i n  the whole a l  this region which can be described as lortified, and even 
these are only mud  lorts o f  the usual Central Asian type. The inhabitants of all 
these states or rather districts, are Tajikr. There Tajiks are distinctly an 
Aryan race' o l  good physique but  of a quiet unrarlike disposition. They are 
entire1 devbid o l  lanaticirm ;nd have littlrlenergy or enterpse,  so that as a 
race t i e y  may be treated as a qrrantit/ negligeable. A t  the same time i t  must 
no t  be forgotten that they cordially detest the Alghans and would assis! rather 
than appose a Russian advance. I may now give a lew words or special des- 
cr ipt ion to  each l i t t le  separate state. 

WAKHAN. 

Though polit ically th i r  term comprises the Great and L i t t le  Parnirs as well 
as theinhabited valley of the Panja practically i t  consistsol thelatter only, com- 
mencing at  the point near Bozai G;mbar where the Panja leaves the Pamirs and 
ending on the lrontier of Ishkarham. '11 is a desolate, treeless country, very 
sparsely inhabited. T h e  highest village, Sarhad, is 10.800'. From here to the 
western Irontier o l  Wakhan isabout I tomiles and as the valley is norherernore, 
than 2 miles wide the real \Vakhan may be described as a narrow strip along 
the Panja wi th ;iny hamlets here and there on both banks. The  total popu. 
lation i rabout  5 aoo. Snow lies on the lor  about fire months, and evenin 

summer i t  is o l t k  bitterly cold owing to the Bad-i.bVnkhan which blows up the 
valley. Crops are scanty, but the pasturage is splendid in placer,andyohs, cattle. 



and &oats are reared in great numbers. The road lrom Sarhad to t h  
Li t t le Pant i r~s  an extremely dificult one, but down the valley to lshkasha~n il i: 
easy enough and might w~thout difficulty be made a good gun road. 'The only 
pracvblc mi l i~ary  router, leading out of the valley right and lelt, are the route 
rom ala Panja t o  theGreat Pamir, and the routes which lead across the 

Bush by the Baroghil and Khorabort passes. T h e  importance o l  Wakhan lies 
not so much in the util ity 01 these passes as lines of military operation as in 
tbe lact, that were i t  occupied by the Russians, the tribes to the south br the 
Hindu Kush would always be in a stateol  restless uncertainty, and a raw tvould 
be established on our Rank which might be di f f icul t  to cure. 

ISHKASHAM AND GHARAN. 

These (so small districts, to ether with Zebak, are now administered by 
Naib o l  Zebak under the orders 8 the Governor or Badakhshsn. 'They 
the valley ot the Panja between \Vakhan and Shighnan. The lertile portion 
o l  lrhkasham is only about 6 square miles i n  extent. I n  lact i t  is but one large 
scattered villape wilh a population o l  about 1,100. Gharan, though once r ich 
and populous ~s now almost uninhabited. The position o l  Irhkasham is strate. 
gically m p r t h n t  as i t  commands the only possible winter route between Badakh. 
shan, Wakhan, and Shighnan. The pass os,er the Isbkasham or Sardab Kotal is 
very easy one, the crest being only 9.50~'  above the sea, or about I -' 
above the river. Bothascent and descent are very gradual,and there would i e  no 
difficulty i n  taking wheeled artiller across. The road d o ~ n  the valley to Bar 
Panja is a very good one, easy for taggage animals at  al l  times. 

SHIGHNAN. 

This districtcnmprises the Ghund and Shakhdara valleys, as well as the 
main valley a l  the Panja between Gharan and Roshan. The valley o l  the Panja 
is here more openand lertile than in Wakhan, and l ru i t  trees abound. Ghund 
and Shakhdara are alpine va!leyr which drain the western slopes of the Pamir 
table-land. Both arc narrow and bounded by high bare mounlains, but they 
contain a few villager and a certain amount of cultivation. U p  the Ghund lies 
the main route lrom Shighnan to the A l ~ c h u r  Parnirand thence to either Fergh- 
ana or Chinese Turkistan. Th is  valley has therelore a certain strategical impor- 
tance. I f  the Russians wished to occupy Shighnan, they ~vould probably use 
this route in preference to either the route through Darxvar or lhat through 
Roshan by thevalley 01 the Murghab. I t  may be uselul to mention that l rom 
Bar Panja the A k  Baital confluence, where the routes to Ferghana and Kashgar 
diverge,th)e distance is about 215 miles, o l  sh ich  about r22 miles is through 
pesolate, though easy ponrir country. The Ghund and Shakhdara unite belore 
aining the P a n j 5 a n d  the united stream is known as the Suchandara. A t  the 

]unction a f the  latter with thePanja the valley opens out to a width of about 4 
miles lorrninga fine plain a i th  valuable parturagc. The fort o l  Bar Panja slands 
on the t o p o l  a cld,overlooking the river, and about 250' above i t  on i ts lelt 
bank. I t  isarnirerable place crowded a i th  barracks and stables and sutllers' 
shops. Thereis no town at Bar Panja, but villagcs and orchard3 occupy the 
hill-sides round about. The Alghans hold the place with about Boo regulars. 
including ha l l  a mule battery (1886). In capable hands the posi~ion o l  Bar 
Pan,= could doubtless be turned to account as i t  watches bolh the valley o l  the 
Oxus and theroute lrom the Alichur Pamir ; but situated as i t  is at a distance 
from al l  support and in the midst o l  a population decidedly inimical to Alghan 
rule i t  oAers an easy prey to the Russians whenever they choose l o  take it. 
The' people o l  Shighnan are Tajiks and in no way \r,arlike or turbulenl, but may 

.be reckoned on a9 urelul allies to the Russians whenever they choose to 
advance. 

ROSHAN. 

Thip district is really a part a l  Shighnan. I t  may be said to consist o l  three 
diptinct m c t r  :- 

(I) Rorhan proper. that is the valleyol ~ h e  Oxus between Shighnan and 
Darwaz. 



(11) Bartang, the cultivaled portion of the Murghab valley. 
(Ill) Papar, which includes the Murgh:b valley above aarlang and the 

Kudara. 

Tho  capital is  the dilapidated fort o l  Wamar. Rorhan is doub~lerr the most 
favoured portion o l  the Oxus vallry, both soil and climate bcingexcellml. ~ h ,  
population isat  least 3.000,uhile i t 1  Bartang and Pasar there are probabl l,WO 

more ; the Pasar people are almost entirely Kirghiz, therrr t  are Tajikr. goshan 
can be approached from three directions. from Darnaz by the valley 01 the 
Murghab or Ak  Su, and lrom Shighnan. l i e  route lhroukh D a r ~ a z  lo ;, difhcult 
oneand very circuitous lrom a Russianpoint of view, uhile that by the hlurghab 
is only practicable for men on loot and quite unsuitable lor the passage of  ~ r c ~ ~ ~ ,  
so that i t  may be rrgardedas almost cerlain that any column intended lor the 
occupation of Roshan and Shighnan will come by way o l  the Al~chur Pamir and 
the Ghand valley. Further, i t  may be taken lorgranted that the Afghans s i l l  by 
thernselvrs be quite unable l o  ofltr eh'ectise resistance, and that they n- i l l  either 
retire on Zcbak or be uselesslv annihilated. -.. 

I n  a d d ~ t ~ o n  to the sellled and inhabited of the districts =hove 
described. there arc large areas of Povrir land which politically belong topither 
Wakhan or Shiphnan, though the exact extentol jurisdiction has never yet been 
defit~ed. As llwse pn,wirs all present the same char~clerirtics il mill be mere 
conj,c.nitmt to describe them under onegener.11 head than separately or even to 
attempt to differentiate brttveen those which belong to Russia, to Qlina, oyto 
Alphanir~an. 

T n e  P n n t l ~ s .  

The  P a ~ ~ r i r  region is not a plateau in  the ordinary acceptation of the term 
but rather a lofty upland lrom 12,000 feet to 15,003 Ice1 above the level ol thd 
sea, intersected in  every direction by ranger o l  bare, rocky, mow.clad mountains 
rising from 15,000 feet to zo,ooofcel. The valleys betwen there ranger in  placer 
open oul lorming flat or gently shelving troughs from one to several miles in 
width, covered generally \ v~ lh  low worm-woad scrubabout a foot hngh, b u ~  hereand 
there with the richest grasses. Such flat open valleysareknotvar po,wirr, while 
narrow deep ravines are never so described. I t  is therelore quite inaccurate to 
speak o l  the whole region as the p a m i r ,  though that term i s a  convenient 
expression lor describing the wild uninhabiled tract between Chinese Turkirtan 
and the settled Taj ik districtsol Wakhan and Shighnan. There isno1 o n e p o m i r ,  
but several pnt~ ir$ ,  such as the Pamir-i.Kalan or Great Pamir, the Pamir.i.Khurd 
o r  L i t ~ l e  Pamir the Alichur, the Taghdumbarh. the Rang Kul  pamir, etc. 
I t  is  acommon idea tlmt the Pamirr are traversable in every direclion, but this is 
notthr ease. The mountain ranger are quite impracticable, except at cenaln 
vell.duEned points, and there are only a lea  routes which are everused. 

The principal routesarr- 

I.-From CVakhan lo Yarkand by the Little Pamir ; the winter route. 
11.-From \Vakhan (Kala Panja) to Yarkand by the Great Pamir; the 

summer roule. 
~ l l . - ~ ~ ~ ~  the ~ l ~ i  .id Great Kara K u l  l o  the Ak Baital junction 

with the Ak  Su. 
I \ ~ . - F ~ ~ ~ ~  the ~k ~ ~ i t a l  l o  the Alichur Pamir by the Neza Tash phss 

( l 4 . i ~ ' ) .  
\ r . - ~ ~ ~ ~  the Pamir to the Great Pamir by the Khargnsh Pass. 

and  hence to Kala Panja. 
v ~ . - F ~ ~ ~  the ~ l i ~ h u r  Pamir to Shighnan by the Ghund valley. 

V I I . - F ~ ~ ~  , h e ~ k  O=ital up the ~ k S u  valley to the Li l l le Pamir. 
VIII.-F~O~ the ~k Bailal l o  Kashghar by Rang Kul. 

~h~~~ are only good by comparison. The absence 01 supplies and 
,,I ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ d  01 forage in  places, =re alone suficirnr lo render 

the p;,ssage large bodies 01 troops impossible, while. excePl in  the aclua' 
or flat the are ohen :ugged and dlficult. 



0 1  the above mentioned routes, the most important lrom a Russian 
01 are 111, I V .  V. VI. and V I I .  0 1  these. Ill is an obligatory route lorany 
rolurnnadvanring lrom Ferghatta. There is no other worth considering. From 
Osh in Ferghana to the Ak Su i t  is a 4 1  miles or nearly three weeks' march, and 

expedition could well start before June on account 01 the snow an the Taldik 
( 1 2  000'). The Kizi l  Su s.hicli ivaters the Alai  is always lcrdable and the 

Ala, valiey with i l r  excellent pasturage aflordr a suitable point lor eslsbltrhing 
a secondary base, especially as between June and Scptembcr it is teeming ,,ith 
the Aarka and herds of the Kirghiz. The K iz i l  Art  pass between the Alaivrllcy 
and the Kara K u l  basin is an easy pass (14.100'). The road through the 
Karn I<ul is quite easy, but lorage and luel are r r r y  scarce. The Turuk pass 
though 15.200' above the sea, is by no means difficult, and i t  would be (quit; 
learible to construct a cart-road lor summer use al l  the way lrom Perghana 
to the A k  Su. I t  is the barren nalure 01 the country alone that presents 
difficulties. 

From  he Ak-Baital junction the Russians, il lheir objective n.ere Shighnan 
or even the Dora11 pass, would use Routes I V  and V I .  I f  \\'akh;tn and 11,; 
Barogl~i l ,  Routes I V  and V. I1 Kanjut, or even the Khorabort pass, Routc \'I!. 
The development o l  events in Hunra and the very secondary value o l  the 
Khoraborl pass route, which is not open t i l l  September, renders very unlikely a 
demonstration by any of the A k  Su \,alley and the 1.itlle Pamir. wl>ile the ease 
with which a relatwely small force could detain an enemy wishing to use the 
Uarogliil route to Yasin renders i t  equally unlikely that the Russians\~~ouldattempt 
to attack along that line. I am therelore of opinion that they sill, i n  the first 
instance, content thcmselres w i ~ h  uccupying Shighnan and \\'akhan with a view 
t o  using the latler country as n base lor in t r~gue and for Ihc purporeol thrpaten. 
inc  us, and the former country as the channel through which they will draw 
such iupplles as il, together with Roshan and Darwaz, can provide, and to 
which also the). can retire during the inclement winter season. I f   his view be 
correct, the most important Pamir routes are IV ,  \', and VI,  i.e., those through 
the Alichur and Grcat Pamirs. The  Murgltab or A k  Su is easily lorded. The 
road then lcads up  the Kara Su valley to the easy Neza Tarh rvater-parting 
(14,- lert). The  Alichur valley is now entered, and this pnmir allorcis 
lor j o  miles an easy.lc\,cl road with water, lorage, and firervood along it. . Prom 
thc Alichur to the Grcat Pamir by lar the best route is by the Khargosh pass, 
which is about 14,500 leer and by no means difficult. whi!elrom the Great I'alnir 
to Ksla Panjd, there are no serious obstacles to retard troops. The distance 
lrom tho junction o l  the Ak Bailal with the A k  Su to Kala Panja, is about 1-6 
miles, so that al toge~hcr i t  may be reckoned a month's march lrom 0rh:o 
\\';(khan, and no lorce could well arrive there much before the middle o l  July. 
The route Iron, the Alichur by the Ghund valley to Bar I'anja in Shighn;nn is 
not an eary one lor laden animals. while the distance from the Ak Bailal 
junction is 200 miles. 

Besides the Khargosh there are two other passes l rading from the Alichur 
to the Great Pamir, namely, the Bash Gumbaz, high, difficult, and little used, and 
the Koj igui t  Dawan, an eary route leading to the Aideen Kul, the upper 
lake 01 the Great Pannir, which possibly might be prelrrred to the Khargosh 
route. From the Great Pamir to Wahhan, apart lrom the main route by the 
valley o l  the Panla, thure is no route practicable lor troops, but there are scveral 
easy passer opening on to the L i t t le  Pamir east of  the Irke, notably the Anda- 
min or Benderski. 

The  climate o l  Ihe Pamirs i s  very revere i n  winter, nhich .lasts lrom Orto- 
her t i l l  May and during these months the deep snon,s and biting winds render 
them both ininhabitable and impassable for any but the hardy I<irgh~z,and pven 
1he Kirghiz only remain an the Panbirs during the summer s~onths. In winter 

they generally m i g a l e  to Karhgharia, the Alai, and the upper valleys o l  
~ h i ~ h n a n .  The to:al number o l  the Patnir Kirghiz has been estimatedat about 
5,000 persons. They are quiet, inoflenrivc people, and nould certainly oflrr no 

to any invader. The  lorage in  laces is magnificent, but such places 
are .,Iten widely separated. There are no trees except here and there a little 
dWarl birch, but the roots o l  a species of worm-wood or " saxaul " aflord an in. 
dinerent fuel which is everywhere procurable. 
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As regards the rivers 01 the Parnics there are only lour dr fire of an .ire 
or importance ; the R n i a ,  the Ak  Su or Murghab, the Chund, the ~ h ~ h { d ~ ~ ~ ,  
the Khdara, and the Ak  Baital. The two last named are purely pami, rivers 
shallow and easily lordable, so aloo are the upper courses 01 the others, but ir; 
their lower portions, where they flow through the inhabited valleys of Wakhan 
Shighnan, and Koshan, they are lor the most part rapid, turbulent rivers, quite 
unnavigable and difficult to cross even where fordable, I n  early summer t l~ere 
rivers are very fu l l  owing to the melting of the mows, and this Ir especially the 
ease i n  the alternoons, so that as a rule lords can only be used early in  the 
morning. For this and other reasons the best months lor military operadons 
are August and September. 

Rgtjrrcnccs. . 

(I) "Gazetteer of  the Alghan Province9 01 the Upper Oxus." by Major 
E. ti. Barrow, especially articles \Vakhan, Shlghnan, Roshan, Irhka. 
sham, Pamirs, Murghab, Panja, Kirghiz, etc. 

(a) "Lecture on the Rusro-Afghan Frontier." 18Bg, by Major  E. G. 
Barrow. 

(3) - iqates 01 a journey lrom Orh to Yarin." by Mr. St. John Littledale. 



C H A P T E R  Ill. 

BADAHHSHAN AND KATAGHAN. 

already explained in  the introductory chapter there are two Badakh- 
rhln~ the polit~cal and the rgraphical I am here dealing with Ihe latter 

\;lbenrpeaking c l  Badak shan. that is  to say, with !he bas~n  o l  the Kokcha 
an,jYil; Iributarirr. This lesser Badakhrhan, until qulte recently, had l ram 
time immemorial been ruled by its own Mirs, and sa cont,eyed to the Asiatic 
mind the idea o l  a distinct Tajik principality. I t  was, and is, bounded on the 
llorth by the Oxus and Ihe Cir.Oxus districts ol Danvaz ; on the ryest by 
Kataghan or Kunduz, the Lataband ran e l o rn~ ing  as  a rule the dividing line ; 
on the south by Kalrirtan, lrom a.hicf i t  is divided by  Ihe p a t  waterslled 

tile Hindu Kush, and, on the east. by the long spur l rom T ~ r i c h  M i r  which 
separales i t  lrom the Upper Oxus valley, that is lo  say. the portion o l  the river 
above Darwaz. 

Except near the Oxus the country is distinc!ly alpine i n  character, and 
the rivers are lor the most part rapids running In narrow defiler between 
steep and stony mountairts. Here and there the gorges open out into valleys 
01 no great extent but great fertility, while further northtowards Chah-i-ab 
a level country i5 reached, n,hich srretcher to the Oxus. 'The climale varies 
ranridrrnblg w t h  the altitude, but the bulk of the country lies a t  temperate 
elevations. About Hurtak and Chah-i-ab i t  is  very hot i n  summer and 
even Faizabad (3.800 Iret),is unpleasantly warm. The population is probably 
=bout l zoooo  souls, mostly Taj iks but with a lair proportion o l  Turks i n  
the ;o the north, but whether ~ H j i k s  or Turks al l  are 111-diqosed towards 
thrir Alghan rulers. The great. geographical leatures 01 the country are : 
first the Hindu Kush, n.hich here lormr an impassable bsrrier lor  any but 
moAtaineers, except a t  one point,-the Dorah pass; second, the Kokcha,\vhich 
is the main drainage channel 01 the country ; third, the great spur on the east 
which, n i t h  i ts continuation the Shiva mountains, cuts i t  OR entirely l rom 
Darnaz. 

From a military point o l  view the only importance 01 the region is wi th 
relerence to the approaches l rom the Oxus and Khanabad to  Faizabad, the 
capital and thence to thc Dorah pass. I t  will therelore be unprofitable t o  
dercride the country, except with regard to these routes, especially as our 
knowledge o l  the hi l l  districts is extremely l imi ted and vague. 

I t  will be eon\,enient il I commence n i t h  the Dorah pass. This is the 
route by which all the trade o l  Badakhshan with Perhawar is conducted. 
The bofnI is  about 14.e00 leetabove the sea, and consequently lor  the greater 
part a1 the year i t  is closed by snow. For three or lour months, however, i t  may 
be crosrrd by pack animals, and though in  i ts present state i t  cannot be 
considered a road fit lor the passage o l a n  army, stil l a small column l ight ly 
equipped might use i t ,  especially il the route "ere improved. I may here 
remark that none of the great Tartar conquerors ever used i t  lor  the march o l  
their armies. The Dorah pars is about +8 miles or 5 marcher lrom Chitral. 
The descent lrom the crest to  Lake Duflerin is very steep in  placer, but not 
othenrire difficult. A t  the lake we reach one o l  the main sources of  the 
Kakchz, and lrom here we lollow the course 01 the Warduz. The  road 
is practicable lor laden animals, and might easily be made an excellent one 
suitable lor  the march of a military colunm. Several villages are passed, and at 
about 31  miles lrom the lake the broad open grassy plain o l  Zebak aver a mile 
i n  width is reached, where a considerable lorce might be encamped. The  position 
01 Zebak is importan1,as i t  not only covers the Dorah. Nukran, and Agram passes 
into Chitrnl but also the route over the Sardab Kotal  into \\"akkhan, the main 
route in  lact lrom Badakhrhan to the Pamirs and the Upper Oxus. The position 
a t  Zebak would indeed be a perlect one lor  resisting an enemy l rom the north 
were i t  not that i t  can be turned l rom Faizabad by way 01 Jurm, which rout; 
however is a difficult one. The  elevation o l  the Zebak plain is about 8,wo' and 



the climate is severe, while from August to January the stmng rindr 
pre. "ail are very try% The meadows o l  Zebak aflard splendid pasturage, 6utprain 

and fuel are Rarer in lhese parts. The people hereabouts arc Peraian.rpeakinR 
Tajikr, devoid of  a l l  fanaticism and 01 a thoroughly pcacerul dirporilion. 

From Zebak to Fajzabad i t  is 73 miler. The road lies doan the narrow 
defile o l  the Warduz t l l l  the Boharak plain is reached about 45 rniler below 
Zeblk. This plain is a[ the junction of the Warduz ~ b k c h a ,  and Sarghulam 
and is \%'ell cultivated and productive, being one o l  ;he best .grain and fruit dia: 
tricts o l  Badakhshan. The altitude o l  Boharak is 6,- feet above the sea, and 
the clirnale is delightful. This, doubtless. would be thepoint rherea Rurrian force 
would concmtrate, and where i t  !vould form a temporary base belorr attempt. 
ing to cross the Dohh.  From Boharak lo  Faizabad i t  is about 24 miles, the 
road being easy and passing through numerous hamlets and villages. I t  will 
be observed that I have not attempted to describe the road lrom Chitrsl to the 
norah. For inlormatian rrgardlng this portion of the route the reader ia 
referred to Route No. 1 5  in my "Gazetleerolthe Eastern Hindu K u r h "  and to 
my srcrat " Report an the Strategical Aspect of the Eastern Hindu Kurh." 

Foi-=ab~d. the capital 01 Badakhrhan, stands an the right bank ol the 
K o k c h a ~  \v\-hich here flows in  a rocky trench.like bed, behind the toan 
rise successive ridges o l  hills. I t  in n ~ ~ . ~ . d ~ ~ ~  a place ,,,,I,. 
some 4.000 inhabitants. I he climate is not good and the is liable to epi. 
demics, but the situation is strategically irnportant'as horn i t  biturcnte !he roada 
to  Khanabad, Rustak, and Zetak. The garrison i n  1886 01- 

a ballalions,of infantry, 
2 troops of cavalry. 
I baltrry. 

The  inhabitants 01 Faizabad are mostly Tajikr, but there is a fair sprinkling 
01 Usbaks and Alghanr. 

From Faizabad to Khanabad i t  is 133 miles, or hal l  a month's march. 
The  road is fairly good and is practicable lor  guns. Shortly alter leaving 
Faizabad the road leaves the Kokcha valley, crosses over to the Daraim valley 
and thence to  the Lataband pars wid Teshkan and Kirhm. The pass is only about 
5 , s ~  lee1 above sea level and is quite easy. From the Lataband to Khanabad 
there are no difficulties to speak 01. 

The road lrom Faizabrd to Rustak is easy for laden mules, or even camels. 
the distance is 18  miler. Ruslak is an important trade centre and stands in  a 
cultivated plain about two miles in  width. I t  probably contains about lo,oao 
inhabitants and is certainly a mare thriving town than Faizabad. From Rustak 
a much-us;d pack road runs vid Chah-i-ab to the Oxur, andthehce to Kolab, 
crossing the river at the Samti lerry. The road on learino Rurtak lollan,s 
the cultivated valley 01 the Rvstak river for about rq milcs, teen crossing the 
low Khoja Surkh hills enters Chah-Lab, a walled town with a rca l l y  popula- 
tion, sin milcs further on. Samti is abottt 25 miles beyond Chah.8-ab. The 

ferry here is o l  varying width, according to the state o l  the rircr, and is crossed 
on skin ral t r  towed by horses. The hills approach the river on !he Afghan 
ride, leaving, however, a scrip o l  level cultivated land between theor base and 
the river bank. 

11 is that a Russian lorce tvould marchon Badakhrhan by 
way of I C O I ~ ~ ,  as that would involve a Ion$ and unnecessary detour through 
difficult but the route from Kolab to Rustak and Faizabad ~ o ' ' l d  
doubtless be largely as a line or supply and i t  1s one sh'ch 'rould 

no defensive precautions. A ~ Y  force &ended for oflcnsive operations. 
or as a detachment would probably come by !yay 01 Khanabnd, 
and a(,er a base at Boharak would mow on pbsk, 
,vhence it be a to  either threaten the Dorah and Chllral Or 

to move on the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h i l  by \\,a of lrhkarham and \V~khan. I t  may beob- 
here that the rollle over t i e  Sardab Kotal  to lshkasham is 

ly and that there ~ o u l d  be no insurmountable dllficult~ In laklng 
whecled artillery to the Baroghil. 



Weot..nrd o l  the Dorah there i p  no knpwn pass leading l rom Bndakhrhao 
towar& India, and the country on the r ight  f lmk 01 the Khanabad-Zebak 
road is consequently 01 no military inlportance. ' . 

As the left flank there is practically no direct communication be- 
tween Danvaz and Eindakhshan, so th.11 the whole route may be regarded ar un- 
assailable l roma flank. 

Rgc-rences. 

(I) "Lecture on the Rusro.Alghan Frontier", 1889, by  Major E. G. 
Barrow. 

(1) "Gazetteer o l  the Alghan Provinces 01 the Upper Oxus", by Major 
E. G .  Barrow, especially articles Badakhshan, Pairabad, and Rus. 
tak. 

KATAGHAN. 

Thc Kataghan division01 the Badakhshan province is practically t h ~  same as 
the old I<hanate o l  Kunrluz belore theabsorption o l  Badakhshan proper by Murad 
Beg F ~ l t y  years ago Kataghan or Kunduz was an important Usbak state ruled 
by a powerlul independent chnel, the hl i r  Murad  mentioned a b o s ~ .  H i s  rw;ty extend- 
ed not only m e r  Kataghan. Khulm, and Badakhshan, but reached to  Ko lahon  the 
north 01 the OXUS. I n  185gthe A1gh;~nsronquercd Kunduz, which then became 
tributary to the Amirs 01 Kabul. Sultan Murad. the grandson 01 the lamour h l i r  
hlurad, contrived to maintain a partial independence during the reign o l  Sher Ali, 
and an the appearance 01 Abdul Rahmiln he promptly oflercd him assirlance, and 
was, i n  consequence permitted to retain the administration o l  the Urbak districts 
01 Iialaghan under the Governorappointed by Abdul Kal~man, whileTslikan wa r  
assigned to him as a residence. I n  1888, honevcr, he joined in  ls l lak Khan's 
rebellion, and was in  consequence disporserrcd. 

The Kataghan division is bounded on the north by  the Oxus. The western 
boundary o l  Kataghan, or an other nards 01 the province o l  B;tdakllshan, cam. 
mencinp at the junction 01 the Kundur river witl, the Oxur, parses southward 
across the desert between the mountains and the Oxus to  the small village of 
Khanrabnrl on thc Tashkurghan-Kunduz roitd. T l~ence  i t  may be said to lo l la~v 
roughly the \l,estern watershed of the I<unduz river over a high plateau to the 
hlirza Had Eel  Kotal, and thence along the crest 01 the Chongur mountain. 
Then turning south-east i t  crosses the Svrklrnb or upper Kunduz river just 
abovc Sl1ut.11 an .,I, and lo l loainga spur gains thc watcrslwd o l  the H i ~ l d u  Kush 
s\.hieh eartwa!dr forms the southern boundary 01 the Badakhshan province. 

The dividing line betneen the Kstaghnn and Badilkhrhan divisions o l  the 
province #may bc said lo  run along the spurs o l  the Lalaband t i l l  thpse abut on 
thelc l t  bank 01 the Kokcha and th rn  to lollow that river l o  i t s  junction with 
the Oxus at Khwaja Gh:tr. I t  may bc  obrcrved, however, tlmt Kala Aoghan an 
the main [(hanabad -6adakhrh.n road though east 01 thc Lataband, has been 
affi l iated lo  Talikan. Thus i t  will be see)" the Kataghan dwision comprises a large 
arc* 01 lnountain and plain; but the mountain districts as a lule, though they 
lornmed part o l the  old Kunduz state. were really quite distinct lrom Ii;~tagllan. 
Tllcir inhabilanls were lor the most part Taj iks and not Usbaks, and in  the 
Surkh.tb basin, at all events. Katzlghan was only considered to commence a t  
Jar. n o r ~ h  01 eaghl:tn. This distinction is stil l recognized by  the Afghans, lor  
\vllile the Urbak districts in  the plain country (except [(hanabad and its 
neighbourhood) were t i l l  1888 administered .according lo Urbak curlonla by  
the Be: 01 Taliknn. who held the country in  he1 lrorn thc Alnir the mountain 
districts 01 Kataghan, ruchas Andar.lb. Khinjan Doshi Ghori ~ n ~ h l a n ,  Nnrin, 
I<hort, Farkhar, etc., were under the direct conlrol 01 ;he ~ o i c r n o r  o l  Badakh- 
rhan. 

The grCat geographical feature 01 Kataghan is the Kunduz river, called 
alro thr, Ak Sarai and Surkllab. This river and i ts alllucntr drain almost the 
whole of  lhe district. The Kunduz, i t  \\,ill be seen lrnm the map, is formed by 
the junrlic~n o l  the Surkhab and the Bangi. The  lormer stream with its aflucnls 
drain Narln. Baghlan. and the districts described in  Chapter 11, Part 11, srfhile 



the Bangi drains the hi l l  districts between Khanabad and the Labband range 
11 has two important tributaries, the Ta l~kan  river and the stream which drat"; 
Khost and Iskamish.. 

Very l i t t le is known 01 the hill districts, except those described in Part I!. 
Ehorl is  described as a valley about g w  ards wide and 1 9  miles long with numerous villages and orchards. I t  is ra id to  conlain some 4 ,aw lamilier) 

and that a lortnight's supplies for an Anglo-Indian brigade could be collected 
without difficulty. From Khost there are mule roads leading to Panjrhir 
Andarab, Talikan, and Khanabad. I t  is about lour longish marches lrom th; 
latter place. n;, - . 

rrn 1s a narrow valley very similar to Andanb (";,ie chapter 11 part 11) 
except that its inhabitants are chiefly Usbakr. ~h~~~ is a good bule roa; 
through i t  from Andarab (wide Route No. I .  Kabul which crossrp the 
watershed a t  the Murgh Kotal  (7,500 leet). From ~~~i~ thereis .,good road lo 
Kunduz %id Jar and the valley ol the Surkhab, and another good road by the 
Jaburdagh valley to Khanabad. Thereart  also cross-roads leading inlo ~h,,~i, 
Narin contains about 8,am ~nhrbitants. Jaburdagh is a large lertile valle, 
where a lair amount of supplies could be obtained. 

Bughlan is  the valley of the Surkhab, lrom where i t  leaves [he chOri 
district down as lar  as Jar, that is to say, i t  eutends lor about r o  miler =long 
that river, which in  autumn is about 60  yards wide and I lert to 3( lcet deep 
with a gravelly bottom and easy banks. I n  spring, however, the river is 
unlordable. A t  Kirhlak Kazi, where the H d # m  resider, the valley is about 6 
miles wide. The southern part 01 Bnghlan is fertile and opulous, but lurther 
north a good deal 01 i t  i s  bare, open plain. I t  is  sad tCat supplies lor three 
months, lor  about an Anglo-Indian brigade, could bc collected in  the district. 
There is not much grass, but bl,nm i r  plentilul. The inhab~tants (estimated at 
6,500) are chiefly Afghansand Tajiks. The main road from Kabul to Badakh- 
shan lie. through Baghlan. (,Route No. XI. Kabul series). 

A t  Jar. Kataghan proper IS entered. From here the river and mad ASS 

through a defile called the Dara Jalogir, alter which the track is over low h i l l  or 
downs on the r ight  bank. The plain country is entered close to Khanabad. The 
road is made and supposed to  be practicable lor artillery. The only places in  
Kataghan which can possibly be called towns are Khanabad, Kundur, Hazrat 
Imam, and Talikan. 

Khnnobnd is the capital 01 the Badakhshan procince. I t  is situated on the 
south bank 01 the Bangi among rlvampy rice fields. Tho ruins 01 the old town 

the same name are opparnte on the north bank. Khanabad has neither walls 
nor =itadel, but i t  has an Alghan the nar~nal  strength of which ir- 

1 rcgimentr, infantry 
fie,d { F':Y '{Total about 2,500 me". 

I mountain battery . 
Though i t  is the capital of the province, the total population was said, by Mr. 
~ l i ~ ~  in 1886, not to exceed 1.000, 

~~~d~~ is now a ruined and dece~ted city. though i t  once contained a 
very large population. ~t sands on a 01 raised ground juuing out infa 
a o, s,vamps and reedr which stretch along the river valley. l'he walls and 

gates now are high and imposing. though breached and dilapidated. A 
small madern hsnr lies the western wall. The Ak Sarai is here a large 
river which can however in n inter be lorded two miles above Kundu:. 

Taliha= lies in a lertile plain on the right bank 01 the river so named. 

It by down.like hills. I t  is really only a large village of some 

t,wo but till lately had some local reputation as the residence of  
Murad B ~ ~ ,  Taiikan is the healthiest and best Part of the 101~ 

~~~~~h~~ ~h~ road from Khanabad to Faizabad lies through it. 
There a to Rustak, which is 3 marches distant. 

H,,arnl ~,,,.,,,.-l,, the north.we~t corner of Kataghan, west of  the KOh- 
in the angle between the Oxus and the Kunduz river, lie! the large 

open tra;t Halrat imam or imam Sahib, a considerable poruonof this lo Or 



delert and thoueh well grassed i n  spring. but the town slands in  the 
br a highly plain, and io surrounded by  villages, whore lerti le 

helde are ,,,atered by canals lrom the Oxus. Thr rc  are also tine pasture lands 
the south bank o l  that river lrom the mouth o l  the Kokcha daivnwards. 

~l~~~ the ,,,hale south o l  the Hazrat Imam plain are the swamps and lens of 
,he nanqi and K u n d u ~  rivers, which run through great reed beds and marshes 

lor their malariour character. Harrat  Intam deriver i ts name l rom a shrine 
of great repute. I t  is an unwalled to~vn  o l  some size, is the centre of consider- 

trade and is said to  contain about +aoa Kataghani lamilirr. I t  stands 
on a canal taken off Irom the Oxus, which is about g miles distant. 
The to,vn has some importance lrom i t s  position on the roads lrom Kata. 

ha" to Kurghan l'apa and Kolab, the latter o l  which is ap extremely ler t i le 
$strict and might be a uaelul bare o l  supply to a lorce movlng throueh Khan- 
abad. The road to  Kolab is sad to be goad anrl easy. I n  winter the Oxus, i t  
is said can be lorded at three places. The  highest is the Sarai lord by which 
the ~ b a b  road crosser. the second is where the Kurghan Tap. road crosse., 
and the third is the Sur Baital passage where the Oxus runs through a rack.strewn 
gorg-, and can be crossed by jumping l rom rock to rock. Therc is a lerry (one 
boat) across the Oxus at Takh1.i-Kosvat b~ tween the \\'akish and Kunduz 
junc~ionr. The road Iron1 Hazrat lmam to Khanabad, or Kundue presentsno 
dificulrier cnerot want o l  water in the chol and the vassaec 01 the Uanoi or . - 
~ h a i a b a d  river: 

s ~~ 

The best road !rom Tarhkurghan to lmam Sahibis round by Khisht  Tapa 
on the Oxur through Ka laml  to  l i unda  Gurar on the Kunduz river. This 
ircircuitous. nerr l r  80 miles. but i t  avoids the worst Dart o l  the drsert. The  
lordat ~ u n d a ~ u z ;  can o n 6  be used i n  winter. I n  iumrner ~ e o v l e  cross on . . 
mmc4 ralts. 

The total population o l  K a ~ y h a n  is estimated by Mr. Elias at ~zo,ooo, 
about ha l l  a l  whom are perhaps i n  the plain country. The  prople in  the plains 
are nearly all Urbaks. Their physique is poor owing to the unhealthiness o l  
the country and the miserable conditions under which the people live in squalid 
reed huts. The v r i n c i ~ a l  ~ r o d u c t s  01 Kataehan are sheer, and horses: the 
latter are mostly cobs a;d I t  is  nltogGher a mirerabie country, though 
some o l  the higher \,alleys are pleasant enough. 

Belmv Kunduz the river is a considerable stream with jungly and rcrdy 
banks-the haunt o l  tl le tiger. I t  is quite unlordable in  rummerand is navigable 
to Lallakai on the Turkirton road. There is a regular lerry at Khak Kani, 1 
miles below Lallakai. 

As regards routes the on1 important ones i n  Kataghan are- 
(I) The desert route l o r n  Tashkurghan to Kunduz. 
(a) The route lrom Khanabad to Faizabad (133 miles). 
(3) The route to  Hazrat Imam and thence to Iiolab. 
(4) The route l a  Kabul vtd Baghlan, Ghori, and the Chahardar or 

Kaorhan passes. 
(5) The route to Narin and Andarab. 

The distance l rom Kabul to  Khanabad is about 130 miles, or lg rt;,ger by 
the Chahardar route, and guns havc been taken  he whole wav, so the d ~ f i c ~ l t i e ~  
cannot be very great ; but nevertheless the road is not o l  any great milltilry 
importance. I t  1s very unlikely the Russians would make Khanabad an abjec- 
t i re unless i t  were intended to  lorm there a depbt 01 supplies lram I io lab 
Bndakhrhan, etc.. n i t h  a vie\\- to  lacilitatinp an advance lrom 1 urkistan by 
o l  Hatbak and Ghori. I t  might be an important strategic point ~n the impro- 
bable care 01 rcrirtance being oRered to the Russian advance i n  Ihe directson 
01 Haibak, in  \shich care a Russian column at Khanabrd would threaten the 
line o l  communications through Ghori and Dorhi, and i t  would then be necessary 
to  detach a loree to contain this tihanabad column. Wi th  rclercnce to ~ L i r  i t  
may be noted that lrom Khanabad to Pul-i.Khomri i n  Ghori i t  is  66 miles, or 5 
marcher, and l rom Tashkurghan to  Khanabad about 85 miles. 

Rejer~ncer. 
"Report  of a journey through Badakhrhan" by Mr. Ney Eliar. 
" Alghan Boundary Commnrsion ~ecords": 
"A. 8. C. Routes, Kabul series". 



Appendix. 
Strafegil~l aspect f t h s  N o r t h n n  Fro;on/irr of xorhn;. 

The parses between Chinese Turkistan or Kashgharip and Karhmir are aearcely con. 
nccted wnth the gcograplly 01 Afghanistan, sti l l  they arc conoertod with r ,,hioh flank. that under review. and i t  is more thanpos*~blethrt Kashgharir wil l  romedaypna, 
inlo Russian hands, i t  is worth whilr enquiring whether tllcir position in  Kuhgharia 

them a mll j lary advantage i n  any aficnsive campaign dirocted against us. I have 
therelort, added as an appcndin this bricl note which is  bared on Chapter VII 01 captain' 
Youn husband's R q o r l  o/o M,r,bn l o  I h c  N o r t h e r n  Fronl i r r  o/Knrhn;r ,  ,889. 

&rt\vnrd 01 l h r  t i i l i k  pms the great divide which separate. the Indian em ire lrom 
Central Aria, i s  known ar the Muntagh and thc Karakorum mauntaior. Across tfil 
lrom cart Lo west therc arc the lollo\ving parsea.- 

( 1 1  Karakorum as= (l8.5~0') easy and pncticablr all the year round for 
and 

(a) Salloro parr, now disused, and quite impracticable. 
(3) hlurtagh parser, ditto. 

(4) Shimshal pass (14,700') easy and practicable lor ponies. 
(5) Khunjurab parr (14,300') ditto. 
(6) .Mintaka pars ( I ~ , ~ o o ' )  prrclicable lor ponies 

The  country between the Karskorum and the Shimshal i s  r lacier region quite impradi- 
cable lor  troops, so that as a matter01 lar t  therc is no routc krom the north ~ n v  Ballistan. 
and an enemy lrom Yarkmd mur l  cithcr advance an Hunm or on Leh. Thx plsr r r  ( I ) ,  

and 16) into Hunzr are comparatively easy, but absolutely urclrrs owing to the dilhcul- {I,); the roads present on tho routhorn or rather western ride 01 the watershed, and con- 
sequently we may confine our attention to the route lrom Ynrkand to Lch. 

Three router practicable lor ponies Icad lrom Yarkand, oin.:- 

(I) By  Kugiar and the Y m g i  Dawan. This is the best route in  the winter, but 
l rom Apr i l  to S r p l ~ m b r r  is impassable on account or lhc depth 01 thc 
rivers. 

(2) B y  the Ki l ian pass and Shahidula. the roule now i n  use by  traders. Tbc 
pass i s  very dilhrult, 11.8oo' high and very steep. 

(3) By  the Sanju pass also n difficult one but in  common use. 

On the whole i t  may be said that lor a force bared on Yarband therc are no p a t  
obstacles to  an advance as h r  aa the Karakorum, and the parr i ts r l l  ran be crorrcd with- 
out difficulty but on the southern ride i t  would be olhenv~re. Betnccn the Karakorum 
pass and the'shaYok river the road passes 1hrou.h nmrrow deep orger where i t  would be 
easy lo check (he advance 01 an army. Then (he Shryok r i ver  %as to  bc crorrod. Thb 
is never lordable, and there arc neilhcrboals nor timber procurable i n  Lhe oeighbourhood. 
The next obstacles are thc Sarer pass (17,800') and the K v a r a l  Parr ( ~ ~ . w o ' l ,  both 
diff icult while beyond this again would be the second pamage of the Shajokand the dim- 
cult t i ia rdung pars (17,~od). A l l  thcseobsucles combined render this line of approach so 
diRcult and hazardous that i t  would be sheer lol ly to attempt i t  in  the lace 01 armed re- 
riatance and probably the Kashmir Imperial Scrvice troops could, unassisted, scsurc the 
~ a l e t y  oi this portion of our lrontier agaiod any enemy. 
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